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Associated Press 

A congressional foe f of go V: 
ernment secrecy mildly scold- 
ed 'Presidential Assistaait Rpb- 
ert Cutler yesterday , gnd d6r 
nounced,;tlie' ‘‘evils of secrecy” 


Cutler’s wrath was a story id%| 
closing that this county was 
tracJfeing i Soviet missile tests 
through a radar station in Tur^ 
;ey. Aviation Week said Rus- 


sory Council. Y3 ' - 
u-.>Rep John E.^o’ss (iS-Caiift), 
ehairmaiTor-tl^^ Gov. 
ernment Information Subcom- 
‘ mittee, ;made public differing 
: versions of what Cutler told 
the council on Oct. 6— Cutler 
account^ and that of some who 
heard him. 


in meetings of the Commerce Isia knew of the station and 
Department’s Business, Advi-lpnly the American public was* 

Ikept in Ignorance. ■ . ] ^ 

[Cutler; according to the 
'United Press, told . the Sub- 
committee he hoped the maga- 
zine airticle would “lead your: 
.committee ,and the Congress| 
io^ examine existing law with' 
view to determining whether 
it effectively protects the peo- 
The controversy resultedfcle of the United States from 


from ap pff-the-record,; speech' 
^ by Cutler, who is ^ President 
Eigen|pger>.;r!B^pr ' 

; C0ler’s audience at Hot 
; Springs, Ark. was made up of 
; 2(®|i^of the council’s biisiness- 
' itvexi.^ members and - 
I giipsts^5!'" 

I <Sn his speech Cutler 4e- 
j n#need what he called a 
breach of security by a trade 
journal. He did not name the 
I magazine, but it was readily 
I identifiable as Aviation Week, 
i -ploss ' said yesterday th^t 
; numbers of the council have 


I informed the. Subcommittee hustrate the evils of secrecy, 
th^t Cutler charged the maga *^”----"* 


J)Ublic'i disclosure of informa- 
tion helpful to an opponent 
dedicated y to destroying pur 
indwidutf liberties.’’] 

. MosS said he was not passiiig 
jud^ent on the magazine’s 
disclosures, but he^ added: ; 

If U responsible government 
official: alleges that there has 
been an unauthorized disclo- 
sure of properly classified ill- 
formation; his pnly proper 
course; of action ^ is “tp make 
his , charges openly and take 
the steps provided by law.” ■ ‘ 
Moss said , the questions 
raised 'by Cutler’s speech ‘jil-: 


imposed on meetings of the 


i z^^ith^^rendet^ great business. Advisory Council’’ 
disservice^ to Nation’’ andphe cpiincil confers periodi- 
; ^suggested that bu^nessmenfc^ with the Secretary of 

■ ® Commerce in closed' 

^ service into consideration * ‘ 

when they place their adver- 
; tising.” ^ ; 

j Moss released ymultaheous* 
ly Cutler’s explanatory lettei*; 
jto the Subedmmittee. Cutler’ 
reported that he did say ^liat 
; ^‘some’ of my Rstehers were 
I probably advertisers” in f he 
I magazine, but he added: “I 
did not state that any adver.; 
tiser should boycott the maga-! 

^i ne.” : ~ - v ... 

^he article? whichT Srbused 
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Wash, Post and -i 
Times Herald 

Wash. News 

Wash. Star 
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N. Y. Journal- 

ji American 

•'’N. Y. Mirror 

N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 



Date 




Ofmy^ ; 

WHITE SIJIJ>HUR 
W. Va., May^j^/P). — ^Ftepres^|- 
tative John By^oss, ii)^ ocrat 

of CalHui "lua, y esTS'ilay 

the Air Force of a “silly ooy^ 
erup” in a denial that lit had 
launched a xaouse into > space. 

Mr. Moss, chairman of the 
House .Goyernm^t Information 
Subcommittee, also cited De~ 
fehse Department knd foreign 
! aid 'Officials in telling the Mag-- 
i rane^ "Publisheijs! Association 
(Spring 'conference of • cases 
j where he said there is too much 
i secrecy in Government. • 

, And he Hit at Attorney Gen-^ 
ieral -Hogers’ contention that 
I I the Executive Branch has in- 
f fherent information - withhpld4 
I ing power under , the Constitu-’ 
j ; tion.V; 1,; _ -t • , ' ; 

\ I This “is looked^ upon by Fed- 
^ { eral officials as virtually unlim-' 

' ^ ited grounds for withholding 
I information from the public 
a%id the Congress,” Mr. M^s 
I smd in a prepared speech. “i|o 
1 f no Federal official has be|n 
aqle. to produce any val|d 
statutory or constitutional basis 
for- such a concept " 
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Clayton 

Tele . Room 


aIf Is AccuseSjT’ X 

<»'SillyCove? 2 p' Ya 1 


rr m | 

Qf 'SI I ly Coveru p' 

®?!RINGS, 

?ho A • accusea" 

• ^ of a “silly eov- 

la^dhS it had 

I into space. 

chairman of 'the 
Information 
?uijc()mmittee, also cited De- 
®n*i foreign 
c;ak m jselling the Mag- 
Association ‘ 
jSmng conference of case*? 
!where,he said there is too much 
tSecrecy, m Government. 

Lr^ ®'* ^toorney Gen- 

Pho contention that 

Branch has In- 
he^ent; information - withhold- 
|i& power under the Constitu- 

: " iooked upon by Fed-' 

’^al officials as virtually nniimr 
I ted-, grounds for Withholdi^ 

‘^°nsress,» ]v&. Moss 
,$aid in .a prepared speech. **So 
official has been 
aw^lld 

f oSui^; eohcept/* 




I 





Wash. Post and _ 
Times Herald 
Wash. News j. .i 
Wash. Star H T 

N. Y. Herald 

Tribune 

N, Y, Journal- 

American 
N. Y. Mirror 


-N. Y. Daily News 

N. Y. Times 

Daily Worker 

The Worker 

New Leader 


fi 6 'IAY 1 3 ^358 


Date 

MAY 6 1958 


•bb 

hlC 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


noM 


Mr, A. H, BelmoTfb 


Roach 


DATS: 5,^1957 



r<i5tei 

V B«{rdCM< 



SOBJKT: IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE 

I / s I 

Refe rence is made to recently publicised criticism — 

General] H Immigration and Naturalisation Skeruice (INS) eu^^aomi- 
regarding border Fatrol officers who claimed expenses for t roue 2 Tei«. rco« 
incurr ed when they attended rifle and pistol matches. General ~ 

was also criticised for ^irregularities'* in his travel , ^ 

vouchers while on hunting trips into Mexico. k fFe>dL.<JJy 


General 

travel 


You may be interested in whe following comments which^MS^I* , 
volunteered to A gent Fapich on June\3y^l957, by Assistant 

\of INS. These commits very lik ely refl e ct{^AmtrdC^ 
attitude of other top officials in/J^S. stated that 11^ 

criticised by Congressman John E{^^om (B ’-Val ij'ornia ) for not reveti^ - _ 
ing a "secret" report which explained\the travel of Border Pa trol |; 

personnel to pistol and rifle matches. According to | | the 

report in question had been classified because the inform ation 
appearing therein dealt with INS emergency war planning. | 

explained that as part of their emergency planning iNS has required 
their Border Patrol personnel to meet top standards in the handling § 

of the rifle and pistol. In this connection the Border Patrol officers!^ 
have been asked to particip ate in p istol and rifle matches in order 
to improve th eir e hootino. \ \ advised that any public revelation ^ 

\of the report would have led to mention of the emergency plans. Me 
{stated that Moss is incensed at the Attorney General for all eged abus e S 
jo/ power, to classify and res trict information. According to | I 

[i^e«9 attacked General \ ~\ and INS in order tjx get , at the Attorney ^ x 

l^nerai.^r'. -A .-*iL 


(;oU£2L£X. 

o/l 

and his 
amount . 
and the 


I ^ f 'aci^tVsea^^^^at^'^e i^^ter concern ing ] \ ^pense 

wei» highly exaggerated by the press. Re stated that "some" 

I travel into Mexico was legitimate and authorised but he 
subhri. i-na tes had claimed a per diem in excess of the authorised 
I ~1 stated that the difference amounted to a "few dollars" 

necessary adjustments '-ave been made. 




for your information 
advised that .the infojmatian <.•( 
passed on to Congress' throughM 
who reportedly is a close r^lm 


iSUQSt 


None . 


2 -’ Mr. NicJiols 
1 * Mr , Belnoni 




your 


■^he Lia ison Agen t 
icerning ] ~l tr 

1 INS employee on t 
Ive of Senator Lynd 

' utter REcoaoED 


ent was confidentially 
^ trips into Mexico was 
on the Mexican border 
Lyndon Johnson of Texas. 
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Office Mem^andum • .UNITED STAt 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR, A, H, BELMONT 

J 

MR, J, A, SIZO 




STATES GOVERNMENT 

DATS: August 7, 1957 


be 

b7C 



TELEPHONE CALf^ FROM OFFICE 
OF CONGRESSMAN JOHN ET MOSS - 
CALIFORNIA * 


cc Mr, Belmont 

'' ' 


Tolson — 
Nichols — 
Boardman , 
Belmont — 

Mohr 

Parsons — 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter — 
Nease-^ — 


J took a call this morning from] 
Assistant to Congressman Moss, Room 1540, 



Tele, Room — | 

Holloman 

Gandy 


Admini strati ve 
Building* He 


House Office 

advised that Congressman Moss, who is from the Third District of Cali~ 
fornia, had received at the Dis trict Headquarters in Sacramento two 
letters addressed to \ 1 He said these two letters which had 

Cuban stamps on them mere not cancelled* The envelopes contained 
nothing but drawings, the meanings of which were not at all clear* 

He said the Congressman had asked him to call the FBI and see if the 
FBI wouldn’t institute investigation to find out why such letters 
had been sent to his wife, I asked\ \if any conclusion could 

he drawn from the drawings as to whether they were obscene or 
threatening , He said' they did not appear obscene nor did there seem 
to be a threat, but the thing which seemed most confusing was the 
fact that Cuban stamps were used and were not cancelled and y et the 
mail was delivered without any type of cancellation stamps to \ I 

I [ I told him on the basis of ihe information he furnished, there 
did not appear to be a u iolation within the investigative Juri sdicti on 


of the Bureau 


said he was in complete agreement, but that 


he made the call because the Congressman asked him to do so* [ 


commented that the only thing he could see in the situation was a 
possible irregularity in the Post Office at Sacramento as the letter^ 
had been delivered by the Sacramento postal carrier and apparently 
were in the Post Office at one time, but the stamps were never can- \ 

celled* iHe thought ^ vras more than a coincidence that two letters. y 
sent fmm different^%S^Ssi would clear thru the Post Office without 
cancellation stamps* He said he planned to also report the matter 
to the Post Office for any administrative inquiry which they might ' 
want to make in Sacramento* 


JAS:td 
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STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


Office Mem^andum • 


r^] 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


Mr. Tolson 


DATE: January 10, 1959 


Tolson . 


/ 


FROM : 


G. A. Nease 


SUBJECT: 




1- i 


Boardraan . 



It will be noted from the attached~itews"ftash that - 
Congressman John Moss sp oke at the University of Arizona on the occasion 
of receiving the University's joh^Petej^enger Freedom of the Press Award. 

No doubt this Award was made throiSglTure Department of Journalism, itecognizing ^ 
the type of speech an individual such as Moss would probably make, I think it ^ 

might be an excellent idea as a follow-up to eiqplore the possibility of having a ^ 

Bureau speaker appear in the University of Arizona. at an opportune time. I 


think the Phoenix Office should secure additional data in a discreet fashion con- 
cerning Moss' speech and explore the possibilities of having a Bureau speaker 
appear before approximately the same group. It is suggested that the attached 
letter be forwarded to SAC Edward L. Boyle over my signature. 
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UPI -35 

(INFCPMATICN) 

TUCSCN, API 2 , — CHAI P MAN JOHN E* MOSS (D-CALIF.) CF THE HOUSE 
INFCPMATICN SUBCOMMITTEE CHAPGED TODAY "THE FEDEPAL GCVEPNMENT IS 
SUBSTITUTING MADISON AVENUE FICTION FOP THE NECESSARY FACTS." 

MOSS SAID THAT AS A RESULT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE APE ’LOSING AN 
EFFECTIVE, INFORMED CRITrcISM" CF THEIR NATIONAL GOVERNMENT. "THE 
RIGHT TC. CRITICIZE IS USELESS UNLESS THE CRITICISM IS BASEfi ON JUU 
EACIJi4L.IIjICl^TI^ HE SAID. 

THE tAWMAKER SAID ’ WHAT THE AMERICAN PEOPLE DON'T KNOW ALREADY HAS 
HURT" THEM. HE SAID THE HURT WILL GO DEEPER AND DEEPER UNTIL THE 
PEOPLE ACT TO REAFFIRM THEIR RIGHT TO KNKW." 

MOSS SPOKE AT THE UNIVERSITY CF ARr<CNA AFTER RECEIVING THE 
UNIVERSITY'S JOHN PETER ZENGER FREEDOM CF 1 H-E PRESS AWARD. 

HE SAID HIS SUBCOMMITTEE HAD BEEN ABLE "TC CUT AWAY PART OF THE 
DENSE TANGLE RESTRICTING THE PEOPLE'S ACCESS TC PUBLIC INFORMATION" 
ABOUT THEIR GOVERNMENT. 

BUT HE SAID THE REMOVAL HAS EXPOSED A VERITABLE FOREST CF OTHER 
RESTRICTIONS WITH LITTLE OR NO BASIS IK LAW." 

MOSS SAID HIS SUBCOMMITTEE NOW IS AT WORK DRAFTING POSSIBLE 
AMENDMENTS TC "LAWS OF BROAD APPLICABILITY" IN AN ATTEMPT TC OPEN UP 
THE CHANNELS OF INFORMATION. 

1/10--RM1017A 


JENCLOSIJ.HB 


^^^JOHN E. MO^S ^ ^ 

District. CAUFC^kNiA 

Washington Office: 

Room 541 

Old House Office Building 
COMMITTEES: 

INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE 

government Operations 

Chairman, Special Subcommittee 
ON Government Information 


^ongreis! of tfje 

of l&ej^tesentatibes 


Watiiinuton, S. 4L 


March 24, 1960 


THEDA JACK 


District Office: 
Federal building 
p. o. box 1823 
Sacramento, Calif. 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Crime Records Division 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Gentlemen: 


Congressman Moss has asked me to request 
your consideration of the attached letter. 

He would appreciate your furnishing him 
with the necessary Information for reply to 


Sincerely, 



JER:r 


iministratlve Assistant 






^-■•■133 



196Q 










"A 


% 




■\‘% I 







^iJE^ t«CRE 4«E |S/'\ 

f tHt d#n?i 

I \MtHW L 

C(?/f W(Wt.v4 

ff/i fUs cni/fBf of li/^,$Wfff^-^ibH fiagm^ 

; . , ' . ;■" •.'■■■ ■-^<1 iliajriA' 

' ~ V >•■ ^* u*‘' ^ I 

•3 • . I * i i 




44 < 




€ -.-•-i^ ff 


**■ \ 

♦ "^ “* S •’ V * •'»' 

'%-’:3f«f''1 
n'# "<•; > ,v 
-ici 


■J ^ 



■ ■’ 'i^ 




ijAj 



i?£C-76?^- 


I960 


Hooo rab l<t jfsiiit 1> Jio— (^/ 

'HftiffT fi HmfiitiititlTH "/ / 

Washliig|^ JiL~13^ ' 

Jify dsar CongTMMMuu 

I hftv* rM#lT«4 tbi It tttr ol March 34. I960. 
from your AdmlBlftrattTt Ag«titiB>, | 
suclort of A eopy of a co a iawal c aUoB fcroin l I 

I lot Oa flwi i t Bte. C 4 ltt|rala, who aaa Intamtod in 

ohtatftiM ai a t SPWi rate of variooa 

cltioa./ / ■■ ' ' /" 

o 

1 am aaeloaiiic iha lataat orlma etntiatica ^ 

dUrtrShiitton alUfili yoa may dtairo to formurd to| ^ 

to tha Itottorm Crtmo Jtopmrta toiltotia tha intermation ht i 
4aair«aa|i9tarsonpafaoSTtoroafh99aBdtoompaft 90 
through 91. I am rolmlag tht oopy of Ma laltar haraarllh. | 


MAR 3 1 1960 


COMM-FBH 




Steearaly yoara, 

J, Sdcw Boofwr 


Bncloaaraa (9) 

1958 Annual Report UCR 

Quarterly release for January - December, 1959. 

NOTE: Our reli|ticms have not been favorable with Congressman Moss and 
4% 4^ noted that IdoflS jp^b^ly stated that he was inquiring of the 

Ai/orjp^Jjeneral as to why the press had been barred from FBI schooto 
for Soutnl^ j^ice officers on Civil Rights. The Deputy Attorney Genei'^ 
p. wrote Moss ^^laining this a training school for duly authorized law 
^<ghj^Q^ment officer s only. For this reason, reply to Moss is perfunctory. 
I I is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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Vansmittal Form 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 


FBI, VKShisirtwn Fl«Xd Off lew 

(62.ir««) 


UN8CB} lrit«r of to 

^ U. S. Ripiaontetii* JCm 1 

f. MOSS? g jgPiijanwpB • ihfoi 

T R HI C BKIUH G 


SoftMdMr X6, 1963 


/ j Johr 


John Edgar Hoover, Director 


FBI File No. 


Examination requested by: 


Reference: 


Examination requested: 


WaabAngtem Field Office 
Alrtel 9A2/63 
Docuiaent - Fiogerj^iat 


D-431013 IH 


A eeimrate report is being fumisbed te you «a the 
latent fingerprint exaeinatien at ebieh tine Q1 and 02 rill be 
returned to year effiee. 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 

TBl, yiol.di Office Date: 


FBI File No. 


OHSOB; Hrit«r letter to 

n. sofvvMiiiatif* e. ik>ss 

HTECKLIiMMOOS - SBVOItllATlOK 
CONCERNIHG 


ampitmbmr 16. 19G3 
IMElOia XH 


Specimens received 


9A9/63 


Emr^liOV* t MfttmA im Ma Mam Ihiitad Etatas Bbiim 

at Mmimmtmtimm WMblagbai, 0. c." 

Ae co i q^y lat tftmwftttm tmtmd 9 AO/63, baglBaiiic\ 

”8ir: Xn mt mm m am to jam opMPrt**.** m& aaAJLag **«.*BOt 

rarf r o op a ot fitXly yowm. . . .** 


Boonlt of OHMiinotlwt: 


Q1 «i6 Q3 wo ooovobod in tiM 


bettor rUo 


vltbovt offootiBO m iOootlflootioa. Copios oro not tMiny 
oddo4 to tills iHm at this tint. 


at this tint. 


Tho typovriting on Q1 and Q2 asst eXosoXy oonosponds 
to a standard for fltiiidth-CoroBa oXito styXo of tppo spaood X2 
Xottors to tho inefa. 

QX and Q2 voro ozaninod for indontod vriting vith 
sosatlTO rosnXts* ^ hoars so natornarks. Q2 hoars frapMnts 
of a 0.8« GoforinMmt natowrk. Tim stnup appoaring on QX is 
a stMV* fron a hookXot of staaps ratiW taan a ah oo t or roXX of 
stanps. EO Othor physioaX oharaetoristios hy ohioh tho oonroo 
at QX and oonld ho dofiBitoXy dotwnalBOd or notod in tho 
gwstiOBOd orldMieo. 

QX and Q2 bars boon fAiotiVprai^NNl and aro hoing ro» 
tamod to Wasbiagton FioXd OffiM omw^atoXy. 
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9/16/63 

fa 




NO LAB FILE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT’ OF JUSTICE 


Laboratory Work Sheet 


Re: UNSUB; Writer of Letter to 

U, S, Representative JOHN E, MOSS 
MISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION 
CONCERNING 

LATENT 

Examination requested by: -yf]pQ (62-New) 9/12/63 


File % - ^ ^ 

Lab. # D-431013 IH 




Examination req^^ed: Document - Fingerprint Date received: 9/j^/63 

Result of Examination: Examination by: 

(7) 

-i v^/c. H ^ 

A, f 

y ^ f:rZ.h 

Specimens submitted for examination . > 

h 6 ~- «- - -^O-i 

Q1 Envelope addressed to ”Rep. John Moss United States House 
of Representatives Washington, D. C." 

Q2 Accompanying typewritten letter dated 9/10/63, beginning 
"Sir: In reference to your speech..." and ending "...Not 

very respectfully yours " . 
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AIBTIL 


TO: DIBICTOB, TBX 
fWM: SAC, m (M-HIV) 

0. 8. aoof I. HOBS 

HISCmiAlOBOIS • XBraiUTIOB OOMCmXBO 


B«t*le8U of Aooiotoit to tho Ittrortorr^ 

I Ito 8AC , no f/U/fS, tiart l [ w 

I of thm forolgtt Opontioos omI Oiwrgrnoont 

lofooTMitlOB So!iciiwiittoo» Q. 8* Boom of Boypoooo tmt Itroo , 
had m doooaoot of pomihlo lotoroot to tho Bwmii. 

nwloood to tko Bovooo is thm origlml ssd oso 
45opy osoh of slHMro osptlosod lottos sad tlM oovolopo ia 
lAloii it oui roeolvod. 


Ob 8/li/«S, 

oseloaod lottor to 84 

lottos Bsdo rmtmtmmom to roooat 


]aj^ sasilsblo tho 


W 


otstod tho 


HOn ia i^loh IM oritiolaod tho Air foroo for thoir 
ooBoorshlp of BOVS sad ^ l ot o grtphs of atilit«rp sir ms^ms 
OB tho groBi^ or protootin astioasl soowri^* Bopros o a tstiro 
BOSS turaod tho lottor oror to IdLs staff aanootiaK ttoy 
sttoopt to dotoraiao Oho oroto tho lottor. 


oartoasirolr' 
ter MOSS , 


mw 


ststol tho oarolopo tes 
tho lot tM itsolf h ad oalp boos hsMllod 
~^ sad l I of BQ68* offioo and 

aotM tho papor both a vatoroorh of a 0. 8. 
oasio sad sasBOstod a gororaaont or ailitarp 


8 • Buroaa <Bae. 4) 
1 - WfO 
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AIBXBL 




wro 


vrlttwi the tm mlmo out muRrib eoold 1 m 

m mtlttmrj mmm im tlM maal asm taklaf or< T« fro* tha 
Hational Smautlty Oovneil slMa wwprt» mUmhb soeb a rafarMca 
in bia l«ttar« 

I l aMMt—ta< tlait If lataata of aaoob eoalf be 

bo 4ovoXopod tb^r ooaX4 bo Boarebod tbrol^^ tbo clTlIiaa b7c 

aad allitarjr p o r o oMii al fiXos aad tbo ari^Mr idoatiflod. 

■a warn adaiaod tbo adXXioao of eiTiXlaa aad aiXitary prlats 
aoo mat b r o koa dcnm waOor a olaalo fl a goryr i at ^aaaolfioatimi 
bat aro oXaooifiod aeoardiaK to a too flavor eXaoBifloatlOB. 

■a BOB adoiood tbo iMtmtt Soetioa 4 om ooBtaia oiaaXo 

fi ago r f riat eXaoBifleatlOBB for book rObbora* oactortloaiatB 

aad tbo Xifco. Bo aaa adriaod tbo papnr itaoXf eoaXd bo 

■THialaod for foaalbXo idoatlf ioatioa aad tbo aatoKaark 

aiidKt haoo aoao aooaXlaritioa. Bo aaa aa o ot loaod aa to 

peaaibXo aaiqpoota aad atatod ho bad aeao. Bo atatod BOSS 

baa BOt aado aaar aa oo choa la tbo Mlaai «roa aad ao aiXitarr 

eraaboa bavo ooe ar r od la that aroa. I l atatod bo 

ooaXd dotomlao abat alaaloBa la tbo HiaaT^aroa vwro 

taklag ordora froa tbo BatioaaX So o ar lty CowmsIX If tbla | 

aaa doalrod. 

Xt la aag go a tod tbo Baroaa algbt d o atr o to baoo 
tbo Laboratorx oaoalao Xottor ItaoXf for mmf goaalbXo 
Idoatlfleatloa Md a aoarcdi tbroigEh tbo aaooyaoaa Xottor 
flXo* FoXXoalag t lMoo ow Blaatlowi. If tbog aro aogatlro* 

WFO alXl roaoataet l l oad adrlao bla of tbo fraotloaX 
aad la aara oi iatrt bXo took of attoqptlag fartbor idoatlfloatioo 
vitboot mmf XogloaX oaiqpoota. 
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UNITED STATES G ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (62-109276) 
SAC, HOUSTON (62-2234) (C) 


THREAT AGAINST CONGRESSMAN 
JOHN E.QioSS 

PROTECTION OF THE PRESIDENT 


2/1/65 




Bureau letter to the Honorable JOHN E, 
MOSS, dated January 26, 1965 ^ ••nd its 
note to Houston. 


Mr. Tolspn 

Mr. 

^Mr. Mc>ir 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr, Casper 

Mr. Callahan 

Mr, Conrad 

Mr. Pelt 

Mr. Gale___„.gJ^ 

' Mr. Rosen_.jff^ 
Mr. Sullivan^lL 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 


Enclosed for the Bureau are the original and 
three copies of a letterhead memorandum set ting forth 
the l etter received by Congraasman MOSS from ] 

I Copies of this memorandum are being made available 
to Secret Service, Houston, and to the Houston Police 
Department . 


^ - Bureau 
2 - Houston 


(1 - 62 - 2234 ) 

(1 - 62-2214) 
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U1 JED STATES DEPARTMENT 0. "^STICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Houston, Texas 
February 1, I 965 



MISCELLANSOUS - 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


be 

b7C 

By letter dated January 19 > 1965s the Honorable 
John E. Moss, House of Representatives, Washington, D. C., 
made available a copy of the following letter which he 
advised he had received at his Sacramento, California, 
office : 

"Jan_ 2 , 1965 

"Congressman John Moss_ 

"You are a fool and a father of lies and 
hypocrjosy_ I tell you to your i^oble face 
that you represent untruth and falsV verification__ 

You will have a time of reckoning and when 
you do, you silly son of a mother, I hope you 
can come up with some answers for your 
stupidity and ignorance. Dirty, foul men 
as you have no place in the government. 


Congressman Moss adviAdd that the above letter 
was sent from Houston, Texas . and he commented that the 
writer appeared to be a'TiaSly disturbed individual with 
potential for violence against some public official. 


THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS NEITHER RECOMMENDATIONS 
NOR CONCLUSIONS OF THE FBI. IT IS THE PROPERTY OF 
THE FBI. AND IS LOANED TO VCUR AGENCY. IT AND iTS 
CONTENTS ARE NOT TO BE DISTRIBUTED OUTSIDE YOUR AGENCY. 
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t) Wiishin^rton, March 20 (AP) — 

I i r, {i-vcss was told tonight that 
t\iiw po crnment’s widespread use 

i i of Ho detectors i 

; > ; . : has backfired in I 

’;- P/ some cases and , 

‘ ' ' • ■ i- . is a "‘weak link’* 

5 ■ ; ' in ' -the nation’s 

. i Iv; security system. 

H \ "'There -is no; 

>i L lie detector, 

-1 machine. 

^.| nor human,” the ’ 

I : House .Cioverh- 

i la ment Operations: 

I s u b c-ommittee^. 

fc ’ V L reportedi 

I , Jll , 3S a to Th£_Brpup«ji-l 


yph^ced; it^tU 
\ ho1d af.^U’t^ v^Jica^^^ soon as ^ 

i^ So^ble” 0^ I 

f!ie Defense department an3 tl?e*j, 
• National Security Agency . 

Many Millions Spent ' 

[’ The report said that 
[ the G overnment has spent mil-, 

[ }}ovi^ of dollars on pblygraph ma*; ? 
I cliines and investigators have ' 
! p:v^irj thousands of tests, research. 

I '*has failed to proye that poly- 
graph interrogation actually de-- 
tects lies or detennines guilt or. 
r innocence/’ 

It suggested th^t President 
Johnson set up an interagency 
I committee to study problems* 
j posed by the Government’s use of 
i polygraph tests in investigations 
J and job screenings. Nineteen 
j apc.icies rold the subcommittee 
i they iViSke some use of the de-' 
i vices» ' / 

\Vhile the findings of the For-’ 
eign Operations and Govei^n* 
racist Information subcommittee.' 
headed by Rep. John E. Moss 
(J l-Calif.)^ were stronjg ^ its rec* 
ommehdations were nofW'l^P^^tSgr 


g.\: ^ Clash of 1 /O.ek-r 

I Ifc urged that unli) further 
heariihg and study — and it recom- 
mended a comprehensive 6tu|cly 
i of the tests’ validity— the Oie 
tests be prohibited "in all but the 
^ most serious national security 
and criminal'cases/* 

Committee members and staff- 
i ers were understood to b^ aware 
pf the clash of logic in recom-. 
mending a device they termed of 
questionable value for use only 
in serious cases. 

' But this was said to have 
been don eas a compromise i in 
the face of insistence by fidcral 
investigators at the bearings that 
jiolygraphs^ do have worth, and 
also due to^some divei;genJ,^y]<BWs 




itOf W50SD^ 
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/^irtlivan 
Tavel „ 
Trotter . 
^^ele Room 
Holmes 
-Gandy ^ 



The Washlngtoti’'Post and 

Tiroes Herald ^ 

The Washington Dally 
The Evening Star 

New York Herald Tribune 

New York J ourhal-Amerlc^ _ 
New York Daily News ^ 

New York Posl...^ 

The New York Times 

The Baltimore Sun - 

The Worker 

The New Leader - 

The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer -- •• 
People's World — --- 
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0 /»'.J 0 NAL FOilM f.O, 10 
MAY 963 EOITJCN 
GSA GcN. REG. SO. 27 


SUBJECT: 


•UNITED ST A': 


)VERNMENT 


iemomnaMhi 


W. C. Suiiiv£:i5. 


DATE: 6/19/67 


FROM : D _ 


3rennan, Jr ^ 


LliilSCi^ TIATTER ' 


U Olson 

^ Mohr 

Ccsper 

Callahcn — 

Conrad 

Felt 

^ Gale 

■' •‘vRo=en 

/ /Sullivan — 4. 

/ Tcvel 

/ Trotter 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


A 


Congressrian John S. Moss (Democrat - California) is 
iding that Navy make FBI informtion available to him on 


I, v.'ho ?v’£S deniea an- officer's commission 'n 

in February, 1967. The Navy has refused and has discussed 
the matter, orally with Justice which has indicated it will 
concur in the refusal on receipt of a formal letter from Navy. 
Copy of Navy’s coatenplatsd letter to Attorney General, enclosing 
copy of 1/11/67 letter from our San Francisco Division to Navy, 
and copy of Navy’s memorandum of 6/9/67 conve rsation w ith Moss 

wherein he became aware of FBI invoivesaent in situation, 

are attached. 


On 6/16/67, Captain| |, the Navy \X 

Secretary's Special Counsel, got in touch with Liaison 
>tslephGnically to alert us to Mr. Moss’s demand and to expres s 
jthe Navy’s apologies and deep regret that Navy Captain ! | \ 

i of the Bureau of Naval Pei"sonnei, had improperly -| 

land unnecessarily revealed, in conversation with Moss, that 
/information regarding some "questionable’' activities of ! I 

' While home in California on Christmas leave in 1966 had come 
* from the FBI . This revelation prompted Moss to demand to see '' 
the report. 'Captain ! I was told that we are very disturbed" 

that such a gratuitous breach could occur and that we expect 
5 the party responsible will be sppvopyint elv diaciiol ined sad steps^S 
I taken to preclude a recurrence. Caotaial ! replied that 

I Navy Under S ecretary! ! is extremely angry 

I with Captain ! ! for his e rror and pa srsonally sorry that Sg 

4 the FBI’s nmae became involved. ! I added that a v®^y 

I heated discussion toolt place on 6/16/67 between Moss and I I 

fvwho continued to refuse to make the FBI information available. llS 


; I Navy Under 
A I with Capta 








RiCORDEiT 


l.lek ' 
Sullivan i 


■^7 JUN^S,^ 1967 


C0NTINU3D - OVER 


jXExson 


S3 dUN 2£ l£S7i 


IBOSi 



cl 0 


■sr<ioranc;2r:i 


i y . 


'ollcuing this, I I 

;alk to Justice for advice 
:o resist LIoss's de:aaud. 


sale, Iia \vsi3 d irected b vl |to 

S3 's;o v/b.etiier I I should continue 

Ee then discussed the situation with 


I.Ir. John IT. Doherty in tlie office of ISr . J 


/aluer ieagley. 


1.3 nave not concuctod an xnvestzgaxion regarding 
1 . EoT’over, by iette>r of 1/11/S7 (copy attached), 
n Francisco furnished Kavy infornation received frc>a a 
curity infomant about an unhnovm subject in attendance at 
a Eiaeting of the Students for a Democratic Society at Berkeley, 
California, on 12/10/66. Disclosure of the letter would probably. 
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thif; and othe r identifying data. Navy 

that was the unknown subject. 

with his class and is now in the rating of 



Navy has been furnished all inforiRation 


v;e have pertinent to 


jru'w .2. ix w'lt * 


(1) Attached for approval is a letter to the 
Attorney General, copies to the Deputy Attorney General and 
xiu-sistant Attorney General Yeagley, which informs them of 
the situation. 
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BY LIAISON 


s? 
F° I 
C i Mr I 



Boaorabl* J(^ £m«r»oii ^loss 
Hcnuie of HtprcMo^i^vM 
D. C. jK)S19 



dftAT €i»igi'«Mm«a: 




LJ- ' . ^ 

/Vj/i 


TIM FBI «U1 an addltloiiaii in 
CaUtforala at SOtQ J Street, Seenuaeato, m Ha^mbar 29, 
1067. ape eM Aiieiit to CMgse Joto iL WlUlams aad HI* 
AesirtKot, I I «IU dlreet our 0{»«r- 

stloBa in the nrta eovered hf this asv fscUilir. 

Otir fro wing reiiMMihmtMs In the state, 
coupled with a to fujmish anaxtmum service to the 

citiseas, have prompted tlds aetton. Please da not 
hesitate to call «poa us when we can he of help to you 
or your constttnents. h / 




1 - Sacramento 
1 - San Francisco 


Stoeere: 





5^. 1967 


NOTE: Relations with Congressman Moss have been generally not 
favorable. An article in the ^Washington Post and Times Herald” on 
11-15-55, reflected Moss would ask the Attorney General by what 
authority FBI Agents investi^ted reporters. It indicated a House 
Subcommittee headed by Moss intended to investigat e complaints that 
security checks wchlif*ifijW[^jj^h newspaperman wl^q. develop information 
before the Govemm^t §id]|pproved it for release. Since then we have 
Jian^ed constituents' inquiries upon referral from hj^m. It is felt that 
^ feltte^ ir^i^uch hb he represents'3abfraiSehtq<^o 


DFCaila/ilmnl *. j 
(8) , ^ ^ 

I / - ' 
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Honorabl e John E> Moss, 




House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 


October i 4 , 1968 


1 



Dear Congressman: 

This refers to your letter of September 19, 
1968, concerning an article by J. Edgar Hoover which 
appeared in the July issue of the FBI Law Enforcement 
Bulletin. In my letter of September 11, in response to 
your earlier inquiry, I noted that Mr. Hoover's article 
was in response to a statement by a candidate for nom- 
ination for the Presidency to the effect that the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, under Mr. Hoover's direction, 
operates autonomously and. without proper control. 

Mr. Hoover’s reply, wliich appeared in a 
technical and statistical bulletin sent out to law enforce- 
ment officers, cannot be inteipreted as made "for the 
purpose of interfering with, or affecting the nomination. . , 
of any candidate for the office of President. . ."under Title 
18, United States Code, Section 595. The clear purpose 
of the statement was to advise law enforcement officers 
that the Federal Bureau of Investigation was not admin- 
istered in the manner charged by the candidate for 
nomination for the Presidency. 

Sincerely, 






Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 

Assistant Attorney General ^ 

18 OCT 24 1968 



< 


' ^JOHN.E. MOSS 
*■ 3d District 
''Sacramento, California 


W/.SHINCTON OFFICE; 

Room 2353 

Rayburn House Office Buildino 
Phone (202) 225-7163 


District office: 

8014 federal Builoinq 
650 Capitol Mall 
Phone (916) 449-3543 
Sacramento, California 95814 




of flje ®m'teb g>taFesi 

?|oii5e of 3^epre5entatiije£{ 
Mlasfl^tnston, 20515 


DEPUTY MAi?>RITY WHIP 
COMMITTEES: 

Interstate and Foreign Commerce 

Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Commerce and Finance 


Government Operations 

Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Foreign Operations and 
Government Information 


September 19, 1968 


a. 


Fred M. Vinson, Jr. 
Assistant Attorney General 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Vinson: 


Your letter under date of September II, 1968, con- 
cerning Mr. J, Edgar Hoover was most equivocating in response 
to my basic question: Did the Director violate the law In ex- 

pressing personal political views in a od^lcatlon which Is 
government sponsored and wholly paid^/'fo^y Federal funds? 



i 

Moss 

Member of Congress 



JEM;Py 



EHCLOiURi 


DEPUTY MAJORITY WHIP 


V. . ^ 


.V\ JOHN E. MOSS 

Y 3d District 

Sacramento, Caufornia 

WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

Room 2185 

Rayburn House Office Building 
Phone (202) 22S>7163 

District office: 

8014 Federal Building 
650 Capitol Mall 
Phone (916) 449-3543 
Sacramento, California 95814 


(Conste£f!Ef of tfie IHnitelt S>tateo 

i|ou6e of I^epre5ent8tibe6 

Mlas^mflton, 5i.C. 205X5 

March 12, 1969 


COMMITTEESs 

Interstatc and Foreign Commerce 

Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Commerce and Finance 

Government Operations 

Chairman, Subcommittee on 
Foreign Operations and 
Government Information 


Mr . J . Edgar Hoover ^ VJ 

Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D. C. 20535 

Dear Mr . Hoover : 

I would appreciate receiving a copy of 
"Combating Thefts From Shipments", and such 
additional material that you might have avail- 
able on the subject of truck hijacking. 


7v 


This material is reguesi 
use as a Member of Congress/^ 


?or my personal 


JEM;Jv 


John E. Moss 
MemlSSF^T’lS'dhgre s s 


86CM. 


f 


V ^ 

\ u 
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March 14, 1969 


Honorable Join S. Moaa 
House of Represmtatives 
Washii^cm, D. C. 20515 

My dear Cemgressman: 

hi reply to your letter of March 12th, 

I am enclosing a copy of "Combating Thefts From Ship* 

ments, " the only ai^dlable nmterial cm the subject of 

interest to you. I regret I cmnnot be of more assistance 

to you in this instance. 




Sincerely yours, 



X" Edgar Hoover 


Enclosure 



NOTE: Congressman Moss represents the 3rd District of California. We 
have corresponded with Moss over the years, last outgoing 8/20/ 68. Our 
relations with him have not been favorable. During 1958, he criticized 
Attorney General concerning too much secrecy in Government and was on 
House Committee studying the use of the polygraph by Federal agencies 
in 1963. During 1968, Moss questioned the propriety of the Director’s 
message in LEB rebutting certain statements made^l^ Senator McCarthy 
against the Bureau. 
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tOR« NO. ^0 
MAY \967 tOITlON 
CSA GIN. «£G. NO. 77 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO Mr. DeLoacfi 


FROM T. E. Bishop 


SUBJECT. ^ 


ARMY SERIAL NUMBER US 
DESERTER 



Reference is made to memorandum from Mr. Gale to 
Mr. DeLoach dated 7/ 30/ 69 (copy attached^ . This memorandum reflect? that 
subject has petitioned Congress to award him $50, 000 claiming he was wrong- 
fully charged with desertion which caused his arrest by the FBI. In addition, 
he alleges that Agents assaulted a nd battered him and forceably dragged, bruised 
or strained him at the time of the arrest and immediately thereafter. 

\ 

Based on a request by the Army to locate suWect as a — ^ 

deserter he was confronted by Agents in his yard on 5/22/69 a(t^Sacramento, / • C/t^ 
California. He was advised of Agents’ identities and the desertion charge against V 
him. When he admitted his identity, he was placed under arrest and simultaneous^ 
handcuffed. At that time he claimed to be discharged and he was taken to the 
door of his residence where his sister also stated he was discharged and the 
handcuffs were removed. Subject then produced an honorable discharge dated 
3/5/69. At subject’s request, he was furnished a copy of the DD-553 form 
declaring him a deserter. This form was from the Army and was dated 
i April 14, 1969. The Agents departed without the subject. The elapsed time 
I from the Agents’ approach until they departed was only sixteen minutes, which 
j is substantiated by affidavits and an interview log. The Agents have prepared 
I affidavits, copies of which are being submitted to the Bureau, setting forth the 
‘ above facts and specifically denying the use of force of any type on subject. 

\ A letter outlining the above facts has been sent under date 

I of 7/31/69 to Congressman Emanuel Celler in his capacity as Chairman of the 
House Judiciary Committee, pursuant to a request which he made to ^e Attorney 


General in a letter dated 7/24/69, 


Enclosures/i^ 








Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


DeLoach - Enclosure 
Mohr - Enclosure 
Callahan - Enclosur 
Gale - Enclosure 
M. A. Jones - Enclosure 




- Mr. j^owers - Enclosure 
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Re 


liop to DeLoach (contin ued) 


be 

b7C 


Current Development; 

On the morning of 7/31/69, Congressman John E, Moss 
(D, -California) with whom our relations are most circumspect and who is 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations and Government Information, 
House Committee on Government Operations (Freedom of Information Committee) 
requested Bishop to see him in his office. Bishop, accompanied by Inspector 
Bowers, saw Moss at 12 noon, 7/31/69, at which time he brought up the above- 
captioned case. He expressed obvious sympathy for the subject and indicated 
that he believed that the subject's allegations that the Agents used force against 
him will be supported by affidavits of other persons. He was advised of the facts 
of the case as outlined above and stated that he was satisfied that the initial 
mistake in this case had been made by the Army in improperly listing subject as 
a deserter but advised that he was still concerned withjhe.alle^tion of undue 
force on the part of the Agents. He demanded/^M(^^m^pf o^sMi&%f^e 
Freedom of Information Act, threatening to convene his Subcommittee and 
subpoena the Agents if his demand was not complied with. He was advised that 
the affidavits had not yet reached Washington and that, in any event, under 
j procedures laid down by the Attorney General, a request of this nature must be 
{ forwarded by the Bureau to the Deputy Attorney General who would make the 
I decision as to whether the affidavits will be furnished. He then instructed that 
I the Deputy Attorney General be notified of his request for the affidavits today, 

I and directed a staff member to contact the Deputy Attorney General to confirm 
i his request. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: 

(1) " That the attached communication be sent to the Deputy 

Attorney General advising him of the request of Congressman Moss and enclosing 
for the Deputy a copy of the Director's letter to Congressman Celler of July 31, 1969 1 
on the same matter. , 

(2) Inasmuch as the affidavits have not yet reached 
Washington, the Special Investigative Division, upon their receipt, should 
immediately send a follow up communication to the Deputy Attorney General 
sending him copies of the affidavits. 







\J 


The Deputy Attorney General 


July 31, 1969 



Director, FBI 



"O 








uy 


o. 


ARl^YsSIilElltlSiO^ 

DESERTER 


BLTHS 


Y~ 3/ 



ABr/HNKTRATIVE PROCEDURE ACT 

PUBLIC E\^f6rmation section /\ 

/ r O . 

For your information, I am enclosing herewith a copy of 
a letter from me to Congressman Emanuel Celler, Chairman of the 

Committee on the Judiciary of the House of Representative s, dated 

July 8 1, 1969, concerning a petition filed with Congress by | 

I i The petition was brought to the attention of the Attorney General 
by Congressman Celler in a letter dated July 24, 1969. The enclosed 
letter contains the basic facts concerning the case inTOlving l ~l 


. V, 






Tolson 

DeLoach - 

Viohr 

Bishop 

Ccsper — 
Cc)lohan - 
Conrmi 


On July 31, 1989, Congressman John B. Moss, who is 
Chairman of the Subcommittee on Foreign Operations and Government 
Information, House Committee on Government Operations, advised my 
representative that he is considering introducing a private Bill o n behal f 
of l L Ee stated he is concerned about an allegation made bv l I that 
FBI Agents used undue force in effecting his arrest. When advised that FBI 
Agents have denied such allegations in affidavits, he demanded that copies 
of tliese affidavits be furnished to him on July 31, 1969, under the terms of 
the Public Information Section of the Administrative Procedure Act (Title 5, 
U.S. Code, Section 552). He was advised that these affidavits have not yet 
reached Washington from Sacramento, California, and that his request for 
the affidavits under the above Act would be brought to the attention of the 
Deputy Attorney General in accordance with established policy. At this point 
he demanded that his request for the affidavits be brought to &e attention of 
the Deputy Attorney General immediately and instructed a member of his 
staff to telephonically communicate with you to reiterate his request. He 
also indicated that, if his request for the affidavits is not complied with, he 
jwouid seriously consider convening his Subcommittee to subpoena the 
3 xrestiag Agents to require their testimony before his Subcommittee. 


The affidavits of the arresting i^ents will be furnished to 


you immediately upon their receipt by this Bureau.^ 

(See NOTE and copi^ -- Next Page)! 


rv!{ Jt: 

v.iilr* 

H 
S;: 


OSUF' 

I^QOmC 1 TELETYPE UNIT I J 












OBIGIN^ f 



.!* •.'VV 


The Deputy Attorney General 


1 - Mr, DeLoach (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Mohr (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Callahan (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. Gale (sent direct) 

1 - Mr. M. A. Jones (sent direct) 
1 - Mr. Bowers (sent direct) 


NOTE: See Bishop to De 
Army Serial Number US [ 



0 7/31/69 re 
Deserter. ” 
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■R^ITED STATES GO^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


1 ^ 


Toison _ 
DeLoach 
Walters _ 



MR. TOLSON 


C. D* DeLoach 


3/26/70 


cc Mr. DeLoach 


Gale 

Rosen 

Sullivan 

Tavel 

Soyars 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


SUBJECT: 


/'/ 


MORTGAGE LOAN TO CONGRESSMAN JOHN E. MOSS (D. -Calif.) y/. 

Possible article by Washington Post ^ 

At one point during this moxning, I was told by ny v. 

secretary th at a | | wanted to speak to ne on the phone. 

I had not announced his business affiliation. 

\\ 

I asked me if I had served briefly as a 
member of the Board of Directors of the Northern Virginia 
Savings and Loan Association. This being a matter of public 
record in Virginia banking records, I answered in the affirma- 
tive. 

He then told me that he had called f ] 

and a number of doctors and lawyers who had been or were currently 
serving on this Board, to ask them if they recalled approving a 
house mortgage loan for Congressman John E. Moss (Democrat - 
California) . 

I told I [ that I did not recall any such loan; i 

that I had served on the Board for only a very short time, and j) 
that 1 had resigned simply because I didn't have time to attend 
meetings. 1 asked him what appeared to be, wrong with the loan. 

'He replied that perhaps nothing was wrong; however, Congressaan 
Moss was given an interest rate of six percent sometime last 
year, while other applicants had to pay six and one-half percent. 

I told l 1 1 knew nothing about the matter a nd that 

frankly I had never met or talked with Congressman Moss. I ~l 

expressed appreciation and asked for my title. I asked him why 
he was asking such questions and he replied that he was a reporter 
I for the Washington Post an d that he was doing an article on 
I Congressman Moss. I asked | I why he had not announced 

his affiliation upon being connected with me. He repliedMhat 
if I had known his ffi|fpO|Mi»tion.,I^ wouldn't have talked 


with him. I stated he asBuiie 
to hide from his paper or any 

CDD:CSH (2) 


Giorrectly; however., I had nothing 




paper. 


CONTINUED O 

MA 


4APR141970 




tr‘ tf 

a'l 




Mr. Tolson 


1 checked with the Piresident of this Bank and aske d him 
relative to the loan in question. He replied that I I had 

called him. He stated there was absolutely nothing wrong with 
the loan to Congressman Moss; that Moss had been treated Just 
like everyone else. He added that Moss had put up an argument 
for a lower interest rate, and that six percent interest had been 
charged instead of six and one-half percent. He stated that Moss 
had good collateral and that the house upon which the mortgage had 

been made was valued at $95,000. The loan was for $65,000. 

\ 

ACTION: 

None. This is simply a muck-raker trying to stir up 
trouble. I should have challenged him in the opening moments of 
our conversation, rather than at the end. 


/ 


ADDENDUM: 

Simply for record purposes, Reporter l H called hy 

office again, at approximately 5 p.m., 3/26/70, and stated he 
had finished checking out this matter and had ascertained that 
he had been wrong' in his assumptions; that he had found out this 
was an entirely legal loan and there was absolutely nothing wrong 
with the transaction. He stated he had also ascertained that 1 
knew nothing about this matter. 

\ stated that while he still might write a story 
pointing out that Congressman Mo^s received lower rate of 
interest than a number of other individuals during a given month, 
hefSlt the story wouldn*t carry much weight, inasmuch as he Iwd 
discovered the going rate of interest at that time was 7^% and 
Congressman Moss received a 7% loan. He stated he knew, from his 
own experience, that the arrangement of interest was entirely up 
to the bank. I made no comment. 

It should be further noted that the President of this 
bank called me this afternoon and stated he had been in error in 
stating Congressman Moss received a %% loan; that actually the 

2 CONTINUED OVER 



Mr, Tolson 


# 


ADDENDUM (continued) 

rate of interest was 7%; that the going rate of interest at 
the tine the application was made vas either 7 or 7^%, 
the choice being up to the bank according to the collateral 
given by the applicant » et cetera. The President of the bank 
also told me thAt this particular file had been recently audited 
during the regular annual audit by bank examiners, and nothing 
whatsoever had been found to be wrong with the transaction. 
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UNITED STATES feOV?,RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoachyp 
T. E. Bisho 0 


DATE: July 17, 1970 


T. E. Bishoc 


CONGRESS MAN J( 
INQUIRY RE I 
HUACKING CAgE 


Tolson — 
DeLoach . 
Walters — 
Mohr _ — 
Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan 
Couigtil ^ 


Suljfvfc/ 

Tavel 

Soyars 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes 

Gandy 


By letter of July 15, 1970, Congressman John E. Mos^\^ 
advised that newspaper reporters had complained to the Governmei^ 
Information Subcommittee that they had been thwarted in their efforts 
to cover the recent h ijacking incident at Dulle s International Airport 
(he is referring to thj lease). 




Moss states that Chief Dillon of the airport police at Dulles 
claimed that at a meeting in the Dulles Airport Manager’s office 
everyone present was instructed by the FBI Agent in charge not to 
release any information. 


Moss eittstie^lly 
were issued. 


iriciuirfesj, whether such instructions 


In teletype dated 7/16/.70, SAC, Alexandria points out 
that at n^me did he or any of the ‘FBI Agents issu^nstructions to \f 
non-FBfpj§rsonnel not to release information conc^ning the hijacking, 
i He requested that airport police and FAA employee® form an effective 
Icordon to keep the crowd, including representatives of the press, away 
from the area where the hijacked plane was to come down. This was 
esserii^al- io provide for the safety of the public as information indi- 
cated ^at a homicidal maniac with a gun and vola^e inflammables^ ^ 
was^aboard the plane. REC- 86/ ^ ^ S O ^ ^ 


REC0MMENDATIONL: 


EX-109 


i'4 JUL 22 1970 


That attached letter be forwarded to Congr e a<aaaa n«M » 8!i 
1 - Mr. DeLoicS^-f?Enclosure * ^ 


1 - Mir, l^o^^^n - Enclosure qJ 
1 - Mr; 'Jonies . - Enclosure 
I 7 . 1% . Malmf eldt - Enclosure 
i - Mr. Bis'hop - Enclosure 




HPL: 


JUL '23 1970 









^ JOHN E. MOSS 

3RD District 
SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
JACK MATTESON 

LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT 
TOM GREENE 



WASHINGTON OFFICE: 

Room 2354 

Rayburn House Office Building 
Phone (202) 225-7163 


CONGHGSS OP THE UNITED STATES 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 


District Office; 

DISTRICT representative 
JERRY WYMORE 
8058 Federal Buildino 
650 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Phone (916) 449-3543 


GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

LEGISLATION AND NATIONAL SECURITY 
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 


DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 


INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE COMMITTEE: 
CHAIRMAN, 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 


JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC 


O 


March 11, 1975 





Honorable Clarence Kelley 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Building 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C, 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 




Gen. Inv — 

Ideit - 

Inspection 

Inteli. - 

Laboratory — 
Plan. & Eval. 
Spec. Inv. 
Training 
Legal Couii^ 
Telepnone 



Director Sec’y 


I should like to know whether or not the FBI possesses 
any information on me, in a formal file compilation 
or otherwise arranged, and exactly what form it takes. 
Should such records exist, I shall require a copy of 
all the information, especially any bearing on my 
personal and/or official actions at any time since 
I became a holder of elective office (1946) . This 
request is made in my capacity as Ranking Member of 
the Leg4^1ative and National Security Subcommittee of 
Government Operations Committee, and a 
response is expected. 


«E<Laj 

I7-MAR-+e 1975 

i4 I J — 



Moss 

Member of Congress^ 
JEM:F 







\s.a 







April 3, 1975 


I 


- i ' lO. ) k A 

" 3 --.j ^ 1 - Mr. Hotis 

Honorable Joihn B« Hoes 

Houae o£ Bepreaentatives ^5 

Waahington, D» C. 29515 hic 

Dear Congreanaan Hoaas 

Thia la to aeknowledge ^or letter directed to 
me under date of Naroh 11 th, regueating inforaation 
aa to whether the FBI poaaeaaea any data concerning you 
in our filea. 



A rewiew of our central filea conducted to date haa 
dlaolosed we maintain a file reflecting inimatigation 
concerning an extortion matter in which you were a 
victim, the outcome of which waa reported to you by letter 
dated February t, 1966. Additionally, we have conducted 
laboratory examinationa regarding varioua anonymoua lettera 
directed to you and referred to ua for thia purpoee. We 
-also Biaintain a ^rreapondcuice'-type file relating to 
exchange of conaaiunicationa between you and thia Bureau 
o^er the year a. 

^ 'I Our filea contain aeveral refer«aeea to the name 

^ ^ghn Moaa, ai^pearing not aa the aubject of inveatigation, 
o- but as being referred to in connection with the 

iifvestigationa of other subject matters. An extensive search 
ia required and is presently being undertaken to determine 
the number, if any, of these references that are identical 
to you. 


Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. 

Dep. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dtr.: 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 

Files & Com. 

Gen. (nv. 

Went. 

Inspection 

Intell, 

Laboratory 

Legal Coun. 

Plan. & EvqI. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Telepgne^. _| 
Directpf^eg|[^ 


We have experienced an extrwnely heavy t^iinoe 
of requests under the recently amended JFreedoa of Information 
Act, and I trust you can understand tan lias’ caueed^^a delay 
in the processing and reaponsa to your request. I anticipate 
that within fifteen worfciMtdays additional information 
concerning your request wili be furnished to you. 




THBrdw ,<7) 9 

'll/ 


"Sincexfely yours, 
& M. Kelley 



- Burgau fi l*? c*?-! i m. Kelley 

yoj^RBPLl ^) Director 



Che Dep uty Attorney Gener al - Enclos 

^ I I 

■ UMh'^dbU r^~l TELETYPE UNIT F ~1 





Honorable John E. Moss 


NOTE: The possibility of handling Congressman Moss' request 

by liaison has been discussed with Legal Analysis Unit, 
however, the 100-150 references to John Moss will have to 
be reviewed prior to this. It is presently being conducted. 



Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD’Adm. 

Dep. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: 


E. MOSS 
3rd District 
SACRAMENTO. CALIFORNIA 


ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
JACK MATTESON 

LE6I5UT1VE ASSISTANT 
PATRICIA LYNCH 



CONGREiSS OF THE UNITED STATES 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D.C, 2051S 


Washik Office: 

Room 

RAYB’jftN House cwice Buildiks 
Phone (202) 225-7163 

District Offtce; 

DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVE 
JERRY WYMORE 
8058 Federal Building 
650 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, California 95814 
Phone (916) 449-3543 


GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

LEGISUTION AND NATIONAL SECURITY 
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 


INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE COMMITTEE: 
CHAIRMAN. 

OVERSIGHT AND INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC ENERGY 


Comp.*Syst. 


(dent. 

Inspection _yi 
Intel!. 

Plan. & Eva I. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec'y ^ 


June 20, 1975 


The Honorable Clarence M. Kelley j L 
Director f Ij 

Federal Bureau o£ Investigation, 

Justice Building I 

9th and Pennsylvania Avenue // | 

Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley: / 

Reference is made to my request ot 
March 11, 19 75, and your interim repl/ 
of May 19, 19 75. I continue to be ijf 
need of copies of material ip^our files 
relating to me and I am forward 

j to hearing from you in tKe yimmediate 
1 future . X / yp 




f 




JEM: Jt 


hn E 
‘^sfeffltyeT'oTTOT 

(j>- C/lu hi't- (h 


RED- 83 ^ SO 




64JUNMt975 




DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 


OmONAL rom\HO. 10 

MAY 1942 

GSA OCN. nC. NO. 27 


% 


FBI A.UTOHATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DAT] | ii li ^9"ZQlQ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

‘Memorandum 




Mr. Mintz 


FROM Mr. McDermott 



DATE: July 11, 1975 


SUBJECT: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA)0 

REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN JOHN E. MOSS 



Dep. AD Adm 
Dep. AD )nv. 
Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. _ 
Ext. Affoir^M 
Files & Com. 


Inspection 

Intel!. 

Laboratory 
Legal Coun. iBA 

-renrsrrviirtF 

Spe^c^. Inv, 

T^lhing 

T^’le^one Rm. 

pnrestor Sec*y 


By the attached letters dated March 11, 1975, / / 

and June 20, 1975, Congressman Moss, who is Ranking | / 

Member of the Subcommittee on Legislative and National SeA^Aty, 
Committee on House Government Operations , inquired whether]^ A 
a file was maintained on him and if so, requested a copy /i J 
of all information in the file. We have furnished a respoAseX^ 
to his first letter indicating we would process his requ^%^ 

We have one main file on Congressman Moss (94:^^J3»4^^ 
which has been maintained since 1957, and ten "see" re&lrences . 

The main file generally reflects an exchange of commun/cations 
between him and the Bureau, newspaper articles, lab ejfeminations 
and anonymous letters directed to him. The inter-office memoranda 
in the file contain no reasonably segregable portions and are 
considered exempt from disclosure pursuant to Title 5, United 
States Code, Section 552 (b) (5) . 


One such memorandum considered exempt is from 
D. J. Brennan, Jr. to Mr. Sullivan dated June 19, 1-9-6J.-,. 
which relates information concerning a demand by 
Congressman Moss that the Navy Department make available 
to ihim an FBI report on a candidate denied an officer's 
commission. Enclosures'^” ±he memorandum set out the 
details of this matter. ^ ^ . i 


- in 

Additional data in oot files indicate that f 
Congressman Moss has had several Contacts with diplomatic 
representatives of the Soviet Union. The CIA referred to 
the Bureau three FBI documents in that Agency's possession 
relative to these contacts. Congressman Moss was advised 
by the CIA that the documents were provided by another ^ 





Government agenc 

(U) 

Enclosures 

1 - Mr. Hotis 
1 - Mr. Mintz 

JVf'SS . V/ 

rmts : cob \ w 


miMATlON COI^nplEO^ 


is material is classified and it 




would appear to warrant continued classification, and 
therefore be exempt from disclosure. 

Other references in our files pertaining to 
Congressman Moss indicate information in connection with 
an extortion investigation in which he was the victim; 
anonymous letters; newspaper articles; and inter-office 
memoranda regarding summaries of information. 

Consistent with our past policy with regard to 
Congressional FOIA requests, it is recommended that a 
representative from the Legal Analysis Office personally 
contact the Congressman and attempt to orally advise 
him generally regarding the nature of information in our 
files. It is pointed out, our files disclose nothing to 
indicate we have conducted any investigation of 
Congressman Moss. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

That upon approval, a liaison representative of 
the Legal Analysis Office personally contact Congressman Moss 
and advise him as suggested above. 




Hay 1$, 1975 


1 1 (i 



1 ~ Legal Counsel 



Waslxlng^tf^Gi# 0* 2051S 

Dear Congressman Moast 

Pleaaa refar to my letter to you dat^ J^il 3rd 
relative to your requeet for Inforroetion vhieh is being 
processed uxtder tl» provisioos of the Freedon of Xnfomatlon 
Act (FOZA). 

X wish to advise tbit during the month of Aj^ll alone 
vre received in saccsss of 1700 FOXA reqpuMts snd this unanticl* 

-j mted volume of mafk precludes conpliancs vith your request 
Kithin the tiiM limit indicsted in sy rs!fere>»o«d letter. We 
leva reorfenieid and inermuMd the nusdaer of persoonel assigned 
'^:o our staff proceMing roXA setters# and it Is hoped this will 
<nable us to be rem^otudve es tlnely as Intonded lay thm Act. X 
m requesting timt you grant an extension of thirty worldng days 
lo cooqilote the j^coeesslng of your request# sjwiiriag you tlet 
I very effort will be suide to cosply prior to thet tine. 

Sincerely yours# 


4"' 


\y 


nl 


C. W. Kelley, 

Clarence N. Xellpy 
Director 


■ — ' \ 


Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. ^ 

Dep. AD inv. 1 _ T^rerMif-xr 2 i 4 >* 4 - 

Asst. Dir,; 

Admin. 


1 - The Depu^ Attopnev^ifllic r al - Enclosure 
Attention!^ 




"W 


♦ 4 i 


d 


•.V 


:^'-b 6 
b7C 


Comp. Syst, 

Ext, Affairs 

g1"i!v^!! 1ZNOTE: Our previous lE^^tir advised Cong:^8»ftan^Moss generally 

iden, regarding the existence of a correspond®Kce file, an extortion 

Inspection — cBse attd H^erous references pofosew ee s , and advised of the nee 
'i"Ih!.L„,y for 15 extra ft^rlcing bteaifi to complete processing. The volume of 
Plor>. & Evol. our work has pj^^lud^ us frcan making that deadline 

Spec. Inv. . 

T raining 


A 


Legal Coun. 

Telephone Rm. 

Director*Scc'y 


THBsmjs (6) y 

MAIthlOOM OQ* '*TE1 

'‘CI76 
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OPO 954-546 





MEMORANDUM FOR MR CALLAHAN 

/) MR JENKINS 

MR MCDERMOTT 

I MR MINTZ 


RE: CONGRESSMAN 


JOHI^] 


MOSS 


r* m > a » Mfiaa mImi mmU hs |c III SMlSOIMlBk CMC. OOdS 91S. 

pbooe 44d-3HS» said Ac lies Aaca to ccBunaBterttoa vllA as ctoes November 11 
rclcttvc to a iciiacat to Aavo Ale fils svittoAli to Aim. Bs stod tAat as a issott 
of a Qg A^psM If It^^ As ms **— * ** ^ latMf Btt rslalsd 

Is to sartosos vtto Rfsvtoas smristo^QOdSBos vHfii Ms. HoomSf totof to 
ssstnesf said thsis ms so fils oa Atm. CtotoSMunas Aioss alliBito that 
tosoitoA flff*f*** pfsvlisui 'ip f mfw * ^**^*"** iMt tos scmsM dmtol cC tAs to have 
him mliw Ato filSf ttos issisto m mtiato psipstntod A^ lAs Boisaa. 

Hs toss sold as n* "***^*^ CssBsafilMi «« * s f * A s T cd Ms. Mioaks' Commltlss 
oa Ctovsnaasal OiwndloaSt As Adtotos to Issas a — tor hm. Hs said 
toat As stvcBEto ai)|psd tost vs isscaildar tAs posNlQB toAsa Iqt tos LiheaI CoqbssI 
oi tos 1^91. Hs sMd As fsR tAsA Ms isi|asst vas aatoss AtoSBMMsA as It smaasisd 
from a ***if—***TT ot rnanriii sad As dtoaolissl fimt As to la tos cams 
as a pvtvato Mfiaaa as sat oat to tAs lallir of Aapiat If 197ft. 


1 Arlsfij oattoasd to Mr. Nttss lAs aisHdas of car sAtosimat mm / .j 
rsqssst maid As t rsato d tAs sttas as tAat cf aprisato tadirldaalf Aat 1 Aavs a 
fasHag As ms sot imsptt f o to tols sandsa a tin a. Bs dld» Asmvor> aapisas 
Aliasslf as villlBg to diseass ***** s M A sat laaocHEf sad 1 f ** * "> * m # 4 1 

mold gtvs It prtortiy totsattCBi. 
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GPO : V975 O - 569-920 


ALL IHFOPHATIOIJ COMTAIHED ’ 

HERZIIJ IS U1ICLA33IFIED 

DATE"; 05 - 19-2010 BY 60324UCBAliVDK/CHl)J 


July 28 r 1975 


*• <dP 

Hcmorable Jdm E. Momm 
Rouse of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Clear Congressaan Moss: 

Z «oa SHOCloslag two usance copies of the August, 
1975, issue of the FBI ham Bnforc^Mnt Bulletin as I 
thought you nif^t be interested in the article, begin- 
ning on page Id, entitled "Bye in the Sky,” by 
Honorable Glen Craig, Coranissioner, Calif <»nia Highway 
Patrol, Sacrasranto, California. 

The distribution of our au^gasine, without 
charge, to sworn law enforcement officers is one of 
the cooperative services of the FBI designed to in- 
Drove tlie standards and perfomanee of the profession. 

Sincerely yours. 


Clar^^e^li'. Kelley 
Director 


1 - Legal Analysis Office tf 

A.-soc. Dir NOTE; Congressman Moss (D-Calif.) represents the 3rd District 

dIp^adH!"^ of California which includes a portion of Sacramefito^ 












' JOHN E. MjPSS 

3ftD DISTRICT 

Sacramento. Californi;^ 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
% JA<^ MATTESON ' 

LEGISUVTiVE ASSISTANT 
PATRICIA LYNCH 



CONGRESS OP THE UNITED STAfes 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 


GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE , 
WBCOMMITTEES: 

/IeGISLATION and national security - 'Jl . , ‘ 

GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 


INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN CON 
CHAIRM^^ j 

OVERSlOm^D IHVSSTlGATIONSr%JBCOMM 


August 12, 1975 


Honorable Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 20535 


I’bepV Ad 
Asst. Dir.: yj 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. _ 
ExldAfta Irs _ 

Ident. 

Inspection 

Intel I. 

Lobortitb^l— 
Legdi 
Plan. & 

Spec. Inv. 

Training , 

Telephone Rm/ 
Director jlejK'-)// 


Dear Mr. Kelley: 

Thank you for your letter of August 8, 19 75. As I 
indicated in our telephone conversation, I am now £ 
going to seek to have Congressman Brooks initiate f 
the necessary steps to bring you and all the records 
relating to me, and I suppose to all other Members 
of the Brooks Subcommittee, before the Committee 
for a full discussion of both your power to accumu- 
late the material, maintain it in files, and to lay 
out for the record the number of years the material 
jhas been accumulated. This will resolve for once 
land all th^^question of whether your predecessor, 
{Mr. Hoov^, was ever truthful in his dealings with 
ithe ^.o^r^s on the matter of maintaining files on 
I thosh/Meflfbers . , i 
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John E.nioss . 

Member of Congre^ 

^ C i (■: £ ty / \ y/ 
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^UNITED STATES GO^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


ALL IHFOKHATIOW 
HEKEDI IS UIJCLASS^ 
DATE 05-19-2010 BY 


!r324IJCBAU/DK/CmiJ 


TO : Mr. J. 


FROM : Legal Counsel 



date: 7-21-75 


subject: freedom OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) Q 

REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN JOHN E. MOSS 


Dep. AD Adm. 

Dep. AD Inv. ‘ 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin. 

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Affairs 

Filos & Com. 


inspection 

Intell. 

Laboratory 

Legal Coun. . 
Plan. & Eva t. 

Spec. Inv. 

Training 

Telephone Rm. 
Director Sec*y . 


Reference memorandum of 7-11-75 from McDermott 
to Mintz recommending personal contact with Congressman Moss to 
orally advise him of the type of information contained in Bureau files in 
connection with his request under FOIA. 

By appointment , Inspector l l and SA I 

called on Congressman Moss on 7-18-75. The Congressman was told that 
the contact was in response to his request under FOIA for information in 
FBI files. The Congressman interrupted to state that he specifically had 
not made the request under FOIA since Congress is exempted from FOIA. 

He was told that the exemption has no bearing on our handling of requests, 
that we handle all requests for information from our files except in legal 
matters in accordance with FOIA. (Congress is exempted from FOIA to 
the extent that the Legislative Branch does not have to disclose any of its 
records.) ^ 

The Congressman was informed that the FBI has never conducted 
an investigation concerning him and our files contain only a small number 
of references. He was told that we have a few newspaper clippings in which 
his name appears , copies of several exchanges of correspondence with him , 
internal memoranda concerning contacts with him and several anonymous 
or other threatening communications which his office has referred to us for 
investigation. It was mentioned to the Congressman that we also have in our 
possession some classified documents about which he has already been told 
by the CIA. It was pointed out to him these documents would be exempt 
from disclosure because of their classification. He was assured that he was 
not the subject of the inquiry which resulted in these documents being 
prepared. ^ ^ ' 

The Congressil^h- stated this response was unsatisfactory to 
him with respect to the three classified documents. He said, documents 

1 - Mr. McDermott . 

1 - Mr. Mintz 
1 - Mr. Farrington 
1 - Mr. Bowers 

WB:^ 05) CONTINUED - OVER 

U Buy US. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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Legal Counsel to Mr. Adams Memo 
Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 

Request from Congressman John E. Moss 

are classified under an Executive Order which has no application to the 
Legislative Branch. He was told that while that may be true , the Executive 
Order does have very definite application to the FBI. He was told that 
it might be possible for us to give him some oral indication of the contents 
of the three documents, and he again stated that would not be satisfactory — 
that he wants to see the documents. He said he has no interest in newspaper 
clippings , internal memoranda concerning our dealings with him , exchanges 
of correspondence with him or the items he has referred to us for investigation, 
but he does want to see the three documents which he understands deal with 
his contacts with officials of a foreign government. 

The Congressman was told that his specific wishes in this 
regard would be conveyed to the personnel handling his request, and he 
will be recontacted as soon as possible concerning the decision in this 
matter . 

RECOMMENDATION: 

Refer to Freedom of Information Act Section for appropriate 

handling. 
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DICLASSIFICATIOH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 0S-19-Z010 
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H«aoridl>l« B, Mom 

HottM of BopvwMototiimi 
WajOiin^toor D. C* 20515 


Door Congrooi 




Mooot 


13d.o io la rofteconoo to 
roproooatatl^rao froo oar Logoi 
July 18, 1975, rogordiag yoor 
FBI filoo. 



’Sis 


Aviguot 1 , 1975 

1 “ Mr. Mintz 
1 - Mr. Bowers 



Dlrloloo on 
fmr iafOnoitieo froo 


X Irish to sdvioo o«or polley is that ■ooftMuro of 
Coagxooo who roqaoot dots on on iadiwidaol bools from FBI 
filoo 0 x 0 giwon eonoidorotion 00 yoiwoto eitioooo oi^ thoir 
zoqaooto 0 x 0 txootod in oeooxdoaeo with tho pxowloiono of 
tho Froodoo of Xnfoxwition hot. 



As o Ko o ol t, on 


A sxbotOBtiwo eloooifieotioo xowlow of tho doexh* 
4Mnfui you uuu omUIwvIwI tiy iNnnMui undMT 

“eritorio of Bxocmtiwo Oxtfor 11852. 
odoiniatrotiwo dotoxoi notion woo on 
woxxnnt oentianod eloooifiootion ond o o nf Ox o with tho 
px oeo do rol xoqnironon^ of tho Oxdor. thMcofoxo, tho iafor~ 
notiso yon xoqnootod is oonoidtoxod laiinpt. fran dioolooiixo 
imrstomt to Titlo 5, Qaitod Stotoo Codo, tootion 552 (b) (1) . 
This oaos^tioa allows for tho witidwldiaf of Inforootion that 
is spooifiooUy onthorisod to bo fe^pt s oo xot la tho iatwmst 
of Botionol dofoaso or foxoiga fMolioy, and is proporly 
elossifiod aador oritMrio ostshliMMd by an Basostiwo oxdor. 


Yon hows thirty days fxon roeoipt of this lottor to 

Assoc. Dir. appoal to tho Attoxa^ Ooaor al fTsai any daaial contaiaod I 

o«p ADAd.._ iMiipsiB. i^pftoals idionld bo diacoetod la wxltlaf to tho AttoitBOy 
AssTo^r :'" ~ QmioraX (Attoatioat Fr oo do a of Xafoxnatloa Appoals itait), 

noshiagton, D. C. 20520. Tho oo ool opo and tho lottwr shetd^ 

rrA(7"'~ ^ oloarly markod "Pxoodon of ZafsKMitioa Appoal* or "Zafsit^ 
fIu.&cI _ aatlOB i^jpoal.* Follewiag tho Attoraoy QoMHtal'o dooioioai^ 


Gen. tnv. _ 
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Inspection . 

Intell. 


D - Tho Deputy Attorney Gonoral - Enclosure 


Laboratory 

Plon. & Evol. 

Spec. Inv. 

T ro in ing . 

Legal Coun 
Telephone Rm.^\ 
Director Sec'y 


Attention : 
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M. Hauser 


(CONTINUED OVER) 


'mail )KX)M 



LETYPE- UNIT □□ 






Honor«bl« John E. Most 



jodielsl rsrvietir is svailsbis In th* district of your residoneo 
or prineij^l pXsco of bnsinoss, or in tho District of Coltn^is# 
whore the records are situated* 

Sincerely yonm, 

vC._M. JKeiiejj 

ClaroMie m* Kelley 
DixeetOr ■ ■ 


NOTE: Congressman Moss was personally contacted by Legal 

Counsel Division and advised of the nature of information in 
Bufiles. Congressman Moss th^eafter limited his request to 
three classified documents. Lli05-101572“372 ; 105-169131-129; 
105-54486-156)”] Request is being denied based on (b)(1). 



CLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY I>ERr|m FR.OH: 
■BI AUTOl-DfriC E'Jigb^^gJl^f^TION 
■ATE^ D5-19-2010 




/ / /y /// A L/^ 

^ \ jlcbermott _ 1 

PREEDO^ OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA)^EQlffi§T^ 


^ Wv < 

\kt . V'Mcberinott 


Attached is a copy of the FOIA request and pertinent 
files and/or excised documents which appear subject to disclosure, 

Addendum should include total Agent time expended 
in the review. 
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Please make every effort to insure that this memo- 
randum, with its attached documents, is returned to the FOIA 
Section within ( ) working days. 

Hn a gt-i pns on this mattetr should be discussed with 

, Room : JEH , extension gT5~'^'2^ 


RECOMMENDATION (S) : 


(onlj^/^.ems checked apply) 


( ) 1. That the Yf>-.4-a¥X3^ - / / 

D ivisaon ( s ) 

review the excised documented) to insure sufficient deletions 
have been made. Please explal.n briefly the reason for any 
additional deletions requested. If the materials proposed 
for disclosure are from a classified serial, insure that y-y 

portions which justified the classification have been deleted.^ "/c* 

/ iC» Pfc8-*1 :375 

{yf 2. That the Intelligence Divisi^;^\ . . 

(■'/Ta. Review the classif ica ti-cyi pf serial - /^ / y 7^ ' 

//^y/3/ - - insure doc^ents should 

remain classified, indicating oaF^^uhe file copies which paragraphs 
are classified; which paragraphs, if any, a^e unclassified; and 
those which have been declassified in their entirety. Addendum 
should note any newly declassified serials. 

( )b. Review the balance of the file to determine if currently 
unclassified serials warrant classification. Newly classified 
serials should also have indicated on the file copies the 
classified and unclassified paragraphs. Addendum should note , 

any newly classified serials. 


1 - Mr. U). (,Ua 

Attetntion; / 

1 KA ^ I 
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SEE INTELLIGENCE DIVISl 
ADDENDUM PAGE 3 


Mr. Griffith 
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.iN E. MOSS 

^ 3f?o Distf^^CT 
^amento, California 

administrative: assistant 
MCK MATTESON 

fJCOISLATlVC ASSISTANT 
TOM GREENE 




© WasHINOTON' OtfI^: 

Room 2354 

Ravburn Hous£ Office Ouildino 
Phone ( 202 ) 225-7163 
— 

District Office; 

OISTRICT representative 
JERRY WYMORE 

^ ^ ®058 Federau Builojnq 

650 Capitou Mall 
Sacramento, California 93814 

CONGRESS OF TKH UNITED STATES Phone < 9 16 ) 449>3343 

- HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20515 


GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS COMMITTEE 
SUBCOMMITTEES: 

LEGISLATION AND NATIONAL SECURITY 
GOVERNMENT INFORMATION ANO INDIVIDUAL RIGHTS 

DEMOCRATIC STEERING AND POLICY COMMITTEE 


March Hi,, 1975 


Honorable Clarence Kelley 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Justice Building 
9th and Pennsylvania Avenue 
Washington, D.C. 20535 

Dear Mr. Kelley: 


INTERSTATE AND FOREIGN COMMERCE COMMITTEE: 
CHAIRMAN, 

OVERSIGHT ANO INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE 

JOINT COMMITTEE ON ATOMIC 

^ Ext, , 

- Fiv-:.. ’ >m- 

G:;r.. !nv 


Jr.{.ci 

Eabrvrt-.-.yy 

Spcc^. Inv, 
/ Tnil .. 
Lcj.V'1 

/f I Director i:^:L 



I should like to know whether or not the FBI possesses 
any information on me, in a formal file compilation 
or othen^ise arranged, and exactly what form it takes. 
Should such records exist, I shall require a copy of 
all the information, especially any hearing on my \ \- 
personal and/or official act.lc>ns at any time since 
I became a holder of elective office (1946). This 
request is made in my capacity as Ranking Member of 
the Lecj^lative and National Security Subcommittee of 
the Government Operations Committee , and a 

prompv response is expected. 




u y. na»is . ri o s s 
Member of Congress^ 

~ L' ti l-t r 0 ,'J U) j / 

JEM:F / 
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DECLASSIFICATION AUTHORITY DE RIVET* FI 
FBI AUTOI-OITIC DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH^IttlD E 
DATE 05“19"Z0l0 
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ADDENDUM: INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 7/23/75 JVW:psg 


W § 

If :psg‘X 


The Intelligence Division has reviewed classification 
of serials /ip 5-10 1572 -372, 105-169131-129, and 105-54486-156j;^V>j^ 

Serial 105-101572-372 consists of R uraau letter to t he 
Attorney General, dated 3/18/68 and captioned | L 

Internal Security - Russia’*: WFO air tel to Bureau, dated 
3/13/68, captioned I I IS-R (SOVINFO-KGB) " with 

enclosures (1) LHM dated 3/13/68 at Washington, D. C., captioned 
I n. Internal Security - R," with attached Memorandum 

of Evaluat ion TId- 323) dat ed 3/13/68 at Washington, D. C., 
captioned I I Internal Security - R" and (2) LHM 

dated 3/13/68 at Washington, D. C., captioned 'KAP.EV.'" with 
enclosed six-page article entitled "The Game Has Changed," dated 
3/9/68. No changes are necessary in the classifi cation of this 
serial with the exception of WFO airtel , 3/13/68.1 I caption, 

which has been classified b y- 5U0 J , AbDd li and 

JlUef iiiljjr., to protect a sensitive double agent operation 
targeteS^gainst a foreign diplomatic official and the six -page 
article entitled "The Game Has Changed," date d 3/9/68, w hich 
has been classified b .y 5000, HQDO 2, lud e tinit e, in 

accordance with classification afforded its cover LHM. If this 
article is removed from the cover LHM captioned "iKAPEy, '\^da^:ed 
3/13/68 at Washington, D. C., it should be declassified 


Serial 105- 169131-129. WFO let ter to Bureau, dated 

5/4/70 and captioned I _ L IS-R (TASS-KGB) , " has . 

been newly classified y up Ll dii.wL ^SL " ~ by nnaa, ifnrf li ^ nn i l ^ 

Uni I, r i II i Ili , because it indicates investigative interest in a 
representative of a foreign government. No change in classifi- 
cation is necessary to its en closure. LHM dated 5/4/70 at 
Washington, D. C., captioned | [ Internal Securit]^ 

Serial 105-54486-156, WFO letter to Bureau, 10/26/71, ^ 

captioned | |, IS-R (SOVEMB)" has been 

newly ill i I i i il Ijiii r i ii mi i i 1 1_ lij inm, "'i HI I, hull I In I I i~ 
because it reveals investigative interest in a representative of a 
foreign government, and its enclosure, LHM dated 10/26/71 at 
Washington, D. C., captioned ] | Internal 

Security - R" has been downgraded in classification from "Secret - 

No Foreign Diss^ination" to iili'w I iiil_7~ < it reveals V 

investigative interest in representatives of a foreign governmentjz 


T7\!ME0 
:d excef 


Class 

Exemp 

Date/ 


^ed by 5( 
from CDS' 


'ategories 2 and 3 


Dec lass if icat ion 





^siCftirr^ 


File copies of the above serials have been appropriately 
marked for classified and unclassified paragraphs. 

By 0-7 dated 7/23/75, WFO has been instructed to correct 
its copies of the aforementioned communications as indicated. 

By 0-7 dated 7/23/75, SacramentOova^ instructed to correct its 
copies of Serial A05-169131-125:g^ 

(U)^^ 

Total Agent time utilized in reviewing these serials 
amounted to 120 minutes. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

A 

Memorandum 


: Mr. McDermott 


DATE: 8/7/75 


FROM : Mr. J. C. IH^^gton 


SUBJECT: FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (FOIA) 

REQUEST OF CONGRESSMAN JOHN E.QlOSS 


Dep. 

Deo. AD Inly 
Ass4. Dir.: 

N^dmin. 

^mp. Syst. _ 
Affairs _ 
I wn«s & Com. 

I Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 

Inspection 

L Intell. 

YXob/rofory — 


f Fyaf^drEval. 

Spec. Inv. 

Troining 

Telephone Rm. 

Director Sec*y 


By memorandum of 8/6/75 to Messrs. Callahan, Jenkins, 
McDermott and Mints captioned, "Congressman Moss,” the Director 
advised of a telephone conversation he had with Congressman 
Moss relative to our denial of his request under the FOIA for 
certain information pertaining to him. In response to the 
Director's request the following sets forth pertinent infor- 
mation concerning Congressman Moss' FOIA request. 

Congressman Moss initially directed a letter to the 
FBI in March, 1975, requesting information as to whether the 
FBI possessed any data concerning him in our files . We 
replied by letter dated April 3, 1975, and by follow-up 
letter in May, 1975, that we were treating his request 
under the provisions of the FOIA, and explained to him the 
extensive voliame of requests we had received and the backlog 
of FOIA matters we had at that time to be processed. Concern- 
ing this, our letter directed to him in May, 1975, requested an 
extension of 30 working days to complete the processing d-f his 
request. In our communications with him, we advised Congress- 
man Moss generally regarding the existence of a correspondence 
file, an extortion case, and the fact we had mxmerous references 
to him in our files. FOIA Section prepared a memoranda dated 
July 11, 1975, summarizing the information contained in our 
files concerning Congressman Moss. The purpose of this memo- 
randum was to brief Legal Counsel Division, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, in order that Congressman Moss could 
be contacted personally by a representative of the Officiepf 
Congressional Affairs. ffd ^ ifc 



Enc . 

1 - Mr. Jenkins Enc. 
1 - Mr. Mintz “ Enc. 
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entative or tne ortroe^r 
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CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memo to McDermott 


On July 18, 1975, Inspector I I and he 

SA | I called on Congressman Moss and he was fur- 

nished a briefing concerning the summary of information in our 
files regarding the Congressman. During this meeting it was 
mentioned to him that we had in our possession some classified 
documents about which he had already been notified by the CIA. 

It was pointed out to him these docximents would be exempt 
from disclosure because of their classification. The 
Congressman stated that while he was satisfied with the 
briefing in general, and did not request to see our records 
vrhich contained internal memoranda regarding our dealings 
with him, and copies of correspondence or newspaper clippings, 
he did desire access to the classified documents. He stated 
the documents are classified under an Executive Order which 
has no application to the legislative branch. He was told it 
might be possible for us to give some oral indication of the 
contents of the documents, however, he stated this was not 
satisfactory and he wanted to see the documents. The classified 
documents consist of three serials, not filed in Congressman 
Moss' file (94-50422), but in the main file of three subjects of 
internal security interest. Two documents are classified 
^^S^CretiLto protect a sensitive double agent operation targeted 
against a foreign diplomatic official, and to protect a sensitive 
source. One document is classified "T*! ill I 1 1 Irnti nlj* since it 
reveals investigative interest in representatives of a foreign 
government. The existence of FBI classified documents in our 
files actually came to Moss' attention in connection with his 
FOIA request of CIA, who in their review located copies of them 
in their files and referred them to us in accordance with FOIA 
regulations . 

During the above briefing. Congressman Moss stated 
that he had specifically not made the request under the FOIA 
since Congress is exempt from the FOIA. 

The matter concerning Congressman Moss' status in 
connection with his request and our responsibility to furnish 
information to him as a member of Congress was subsequently 
discussed with Assistant Director Mints, by a representative of 
our FOIA Section. As a result of this discussion. Congressman 
Moss was advised by letter dated August 1st, that our policy is 
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Memo to McDermott 


that members of Congress who request data on an individual basis 
from FBI files are given consideration as private citizens and 
their requests are treated in accordance with the provisions of 
the FOIA. We advised a substantive classification review of the 
classified documents had been conducted by us under the criteria 
of Executive Order 11652 and it had been determined that these 
documents warranted continued classification. He was advised we 
would, therefore, consider these docximents exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (b) (1). 
Attached is a copy of this letter. 

The procedures for appealing our decision in this 
regard were set forth and we have received no communication 
from him in reference to this letter, prior to his call to the 
Director. 

The Director may recall the POIA case in which 
Congressmen Jonathan B. Bingham, Edwin I. Koch and 
Benjamin S. Rosenthal brought suit against us last year in 
connection with documents in our files pertaining to them which 
were not made available under the FOIA. Some of these documents 
were classified and Judge Gerhard A. Gesell, U. S. District Court, 
District of Columbia, held that these documents, among others, 
were properly withheld under FOIA. Although this decision was 
prior to the most recent amendments to FOIA, the amendments 
would not affect this decision since the documents being with- 
held from Congressman Moss are properly classified within the 
meaning of the current FOIA amendments . The Director should 
also be aware that we could make a discretionary release of 
these classified documents, however, it is the judgement of 
the FOIA Section that this would establish a bad precedent 
and could result in other members of Congress making the same 
demands on us. 

A review of our references on Congressman Moss failed 
to reveal a letter to him from former Director Hoover or any 
other Bureau official advising him that the FBI did not main- 
tain a file on him. Relative to his threat to issue a sub- 
poena, this is something that Congressman Moss has threatened 


3 




Memo to McDermott 


to do in the past. In 1969, he threatened to subpoena Agents 
involved in a deserter case where the individual had been 
improperly classified as a deserter by the military if we did 
not promptly furnish him affidavits submitted by the /Jigents 
concerning their contact with the deserter. According to 
Inspector I I, Congressman Moss is currently 

involved in a situation whereby he had subpoenas issued as a 
result of a telephone poll of subcommittee members for various 
records in the possession of several other government agencies 
in an attempt to block the disclosure of these records under 
FOIA. According to one member of the subcommittee involved 
the subpoenas were withdrawn on August 6, 1975, after this 
matter received considerable publicity. 


ACTION: 


Moss. 


For the Directors assistance in contacting Congressman 
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August 1 f 1975 
1 - Mr. Mintz 


] 


Honorable John E. Moss 
House of Representatives 
Washington r D. C. 20515 

Dear Congressiaan 


cw 

REASON 




IFY ON- X_ 

'^i/Qjioq 

This is in reference to your conversation with 
representatives from our Legal Counsel Division* on 
July 18, 1975, regarding your request for inforrsation from 
FBI files. 


CO 


r*w| 




I wish to advise our policy is tliat members of 
Congress who request data on an individual basis from FBI 
files are given consideration as private citizens and their 
requests are treated in accordance with the provisions of 
th© Freedom of Inforrsation Act. 

A substantive classification review of the docu- 
jnents you requested was conducted by this Bureau under tlie 
“criteria of Executive Order 11652, As a result, an 
adisinictrative deterioination was made that these docuzsents 
warrant continued classification and conform w’ith the 
procedural requirements of tJie Order. Therefore, the inf or ~ 
mation you requested is considered exempt from disclosure 
pursuant to Title 5, United States Code, Section 552 (b) <1) . 
This exemption allows for the withholding of information that 
is specifically authorized to be kept secret in the interest 
of national defense or foreign policy, and is properly 
classified under criteria estedslishcd by an Executive Order. 

You have thirty days from receipt of this letter to 
_ appeal to the .Attorney General from any denial contained 

— herein. Appeals should bo directed in writing to the Attorney 
~ General (Attention? Freedom of Infonaation Avppeals Unit) , 

— V/ashington, D, C. 20530, The envelope and the letter should 

— be clearly marked "Freedom of Information Ajjpeal" or '’Infor- 
~ mation A-ppeal.** Following the Attorney General’s decision. 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
Attention: | 
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(CONTINUED OVER) 



Honorable John K, Moss 



judicial review is available in the district of your residence 
or principal place of business, or in the District of Columbia, 
V7here the records are situated. 

*■ 

Sincerely yours, 

C*_iML__Keiiei5 

Clarence M, Kelley 
Director 


NOTE; Congressman Moss was personally contacted by Legal 
Counsel Division and advised of the nature of information in 
Bufiles. Congressman Moss thereafter limited his request to 
three classified docximents. jTl0 5-101572-372 ; 105-169131-129; 
105-54486-1560 R^uest is being denied based on (b) (1) . 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20535 


August 6» 1975 

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. CALLAHA^ 

MR JENKINSV^ 

MR. MCDERMOTT 
MR. MOfTZ 

RE: CCa^GRESSMAM JOHN MOSS 

Congressman Moss, who said he is in Sacrammito, area code 916, 
phone 449^543, said he has been in eaQunimleailcn wifli ns since November 11 
relative to a request to have his file available to him. Be said that as a result 
of a eommunicaUoa of August 1, 1975, he was denied tills. He related tiiat 
this is in variance with prevk»s correiq^ondence with Mr. fikxiver, who, in 
essence, said there was no Hie on him. Congressman Moss alleged that 
tiirstt^ such previous hilermation and the present toMal of the right to have 
him review his file, tills reveals an untruth perpetrated tiie Bureau. 

He tlimi said as ranking Committoe mmnber of Mr. Brooks* Committee 
on Government Operatians, he intends to issue a sa1^to«M tor his file. He said 
tiiat he strongly urged tint! we rroonsider the position taken by the Legal Counsel 
of the FBI He said he leR that his request was unique toasmuch as it emanated 
from a member of Congress and he did not leel that he is to the same position 
as a private citismi as set out to toe letler oi Anguat 1, 1975. 

I briefly ontlteed to Mr. Miws toe meaning of our Matemmit tiiat his 
request would be trealed the same as that of a private todividnal, but I have a 
feeling he was not receptive to this eaphumtion. Be did, however, eaq^ress 
himself as willing to discuss tills matter wltoout rancor, mid I totormed him I 
would give it priority attention. 

I do not recall the circumstances of Mr. Moss* request 1 would like 
to have this reviewed for me and the report coneerutog the stotna of tiiis matter 
made to me personalty by August 7 during toe afternoon or toe very early hours 
of Aognst 8, 1975. I leave Washh^tim arorad 10:09 AM and this necessitates, 
tiierefore, timt toere be a qutok preparatton if 1 am to remaaid as 1 told Mr. Mims 
1 would, possibly by early next week. ' 


/ - 1 ^ 
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Moss Rescinds" 
Subpoenas for 
Information 


Gwrt ^rompts Mms 
To Cancel Subpoenas 


By Claudia Levy 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

Rep. John E. Moss (D- 
Calif.) yesterday rescinded 
his subpoenas for materials 
from eight regulatory agen- 
cies under investigation by 
his House Commerce over- 
sight subcommittee after a 
U.S. District Court judge is- 
sued a temporary order 
blocking the agencies from 
giving the materials to Moss. 

Moss maintained that his 
subpoenas were designed to 
prevent premature public re- 
lease of possible “defama- 
tory” information about in- 
dividuals or planned agency 
policy. The information in 
question — working papers 
and all copies of answers to 
a subcommittee questionaire 
—was being sought from the 
agencies by reporters under 
the Freedom of Information 
Act, which Moss had helped 
create. 

Moss had issued his sub- 
poenas Monday to stop the 
agencies from turning over 
the information to the press. 

But two publications inter- 
ested in seeing the materials, 
Product Safety Letter and 
Television Digest, had asked 
Judge William B. Bryant 
yesterday for a temporary 
restraining order against the 
regulatory agencies while 
their Freedom of Informa- 
tion (FOI) requests were 
being processed. 

While granting the order, 
Bryant also said the agen- 
cies do not have to comply 
with Pp l requests until the 
case is Jsettled in court. As- 



JUDGE WILLIAM BRYANT 
. . . issues order 


sistant U.S. Attorney Rob- 
ert Ford said the Justice De- 
partment would not oppose 
a restraining order against 
the government agencies be- 
cause it believed the sub- 
poenas may be “unlawful.” 
The agencies covered by 
the subpoenas and yester- 
day's court action are the 
Pood and Drug Administra- 
tion, Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency, National High- 
way Safety Administration 
and the Federal Trade Com- 
mission, Federal Communi- 
cations Commission, Federal 
Power Commission, Inter- 
state Commerce Commis- 
sion and the Securities ancl 
Exchange Commission. A 
ninth agency, the Consumer 

See MOSS, ct^vmrt 


MOSS, From C7 

Product Safety Commission, 
had supplied copies of its 
subcommittee questionnaire 
to reporters before the sub- 
poena was issued. 

J In releasing the agencies 
from their obligation to 
comply with the subpoenas, 
Moss yesterday lashed out 
at the District Court for its 
“unwarranted” and ‘im- 
“improper assumption of ju- 
risdiction.” 

He said Bryant had 
“failed to take cognizance of 
the co-equal status of Con- 
gress with the Judiciary” 
and had “apparently ig- 
nored” a recent Supreme 
Court decision in a case in- 
volving subpoenas issued by 
" a Senate Subcommittee on 
Internal Affairs headed by 
Sen. James O. Eastland (D- 
Miss.). 

In that case, the Supreme 
Court ruled that subpoenas 
issued as part of a legisla- 
tive investigation are im- 
mune from judicial interfer- 
ence. 

Moss, who issued his 
statement from his home 
district, Sacramento, Calif., 
urged the regulatory agen- 
cies to “respond positively 
to all requests for non-sensi- 
tive material under the 
Freedom of Information Act 
consistent with statutory 
law.” 

He said the subcommittee 
has said all along that it 
would make the replies of 
the agencies available to the 
press after his staff removes 
“harmful or possibly defa- 
matory material.” 

Moss said the Justice De- 
partment's description of 
the subpoenas as unlawful 
constituted “improper inter- 
ference with a valid congres- 
s ional in quiry.” He said fur- 
tlier tnat the agencies also 


are “at fault for failing do 
make effective argument in 
support of the subcommit- 
tee's position.” 

As a result of the Justice 
Department “interference 
and the court's improper as- 
sumption of jurisdiction,” 
Moss said, the subcommitteo 
will have to pursue its inves- 
tigation using different 
methods. If any waste re- 
sults from this shift in meth- 
odology, or compromise of 
policy or case, or any inves- 
tigative method is impaired, 
the court, the agencies and 
the Justice Department 
must assume responsibility.” 

The subcommittee had re- 
quested a wide range of ma- 
terial, from a brief history 
of the agencies to informa- 
tion on litigation, personnel 
requests, and criminal sanc- 
tions invoked. 

The subpoenas were is- 
sued after subcommittee 
staffers polled members by 
phone. One subcommittee 
member, Rep. James M. Col- 
lins (R-Tex.) and a member 
of the full committee, Rep. 
James T, Broyhill (R-N.C.) ' 
both high ranking Republi- 
cans bn the committee, haVe 
called Mossi’ use of a phone 
poll to authorize subpoenas 
“highly irregular” and said 
it violated Congressional 
rules. 

In a letter to fellow com-, 
mittee members yesterday. 
Moss said Broyhill and Col- 
lins had raised “no new 
points of law” and had 
shown a “notable lack of en- 
thusiasm for a full and 
meaningful probe of some 
of the independent regula- 
tory agencies.” The “current 
controversy,” Moss said, 
“seems to have had poten- 
tial for political exploitation 
and, of course, thgtjjcfidicta- 
ble result has occured.” 


The Washington Post 
8 / 7/75 
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By Stephen M. Aug 

Washington Star Staff Writer 

The principal architect of the 
federal Freedom of Information Act, 
which is designed to pry loose the se- 
crets of a reluctant bureaucracy, has 
warned federal regulatory agencies 
that they-d better not make public a 
series of reports prepared fo* him. 

The unusual situation, which finds 
the champion of freedom of informa- 
tion defending secrecy for his own 
.material, emerged late yesterday 
when Rep. John E. Moss D-Calif., 
sent letters to nine agencies advising 
them to deny the request of a Wash- 
ington Star reporter for access to the 
reports. 

The chairman of one regulatory 
agency — who declined to be identi- 
fied by name — said of Moss’ demand 
for secrecy, * ‘it’s flabbergasting for 
the father of the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act.” 

MOSS SAID the information is “the 
property of the Congress,” even 
though some of the material is rou- 
tinely made public by the nine agen- 
cies involved. 

The material Moss wants kept se- 
cret are the , answers to 

questionnaires he sent out in June to 
the nine agencies under the jurisdic- 
tion of the House Commerce 
investigative subcommittee, of which 
he is chairman. ^ 

The questionnaires, which contain- 
ed 96 i^mestions, sought information 
rangingVrom copies of routinely is- 
sued an^al reports to a listing of 
speeches ^ including location, date, j 
travel costs, names of sponsoring 
organizations — given by every com- 
nission member or staff member of 


grade GS-15 or above for the past five 
years. . 

They also sought data on possibly ‘ 
improper contacts between regula- 
tors and representatives of the firms 
they regulate, the number and types 
of companies they regulate (and the 
total employment of the industries) 
a listing of the 20 oldest pending pro 
ceedings at each agency and a vari 
ety of internal papers including data 
on workload management informa 
tion systems. 

The questionnaires form the basis 
of an investigation by the subcommit- 
tee into regulatory agencies. The 
investigation was begun in June 
about the time President Ford dis- 
cussed regulatory reform v/ith a 
group of about two dozen congress- 
men, of which Moss was one. 

THE AGENCIES are the Fedeial 
Power Commission, Federal Trade 





Commission, Interstate Commerce j 
Commission, Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commission, National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra- 
tion, Environmental Protection Ag- 
encv and Food and Drug Administra- 
tion. 

Privately, officials of these 
agencies have decried the amount of 
work the questionnaires have entail- 
ed.. Several have complained that 
they may have added to the long , 
delays for which these same agencies 
are being widely criticized. 

The FCC, for example, which has 
one case still active that can be 
traced to 1938, devoted 1,800 man- 
hours to its reply to the question- 
naire. An FCC staff member said the | 
result was between 17,000 and 10,000 ' 

See MOSsl A-4 
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Accordingly, the Interstate Commerce Commission should 
treat these returns as the properAf^ of the Congress and not 
release them to any party out^d^'^ the Commissipn without the 
Subcommittee's express ,authp;?'yfat^n. 


'JOHN E. MOSS 
Xhai rmai 


Rep. Moss, father of the Freedom of Informa tion Act. asked secrecy in this July 29 letter. 



Continued From A-1 


pages of information, cram- 
med into four big boxes and 
produced at a cost of about 
$ 20 , 000 . 

One report indicated the 
Securities and Exchange 
Commission had spent 
about $100,000 preparing its 
answer to the Moss ques- 
tionnaires. 

Although requests by The 
5tar were sent to the ICC, 
PCC, FPC and SEC,only the 
[CC has responded. 

THE ICC SAID it was re- 
ecting The Star’s request 
:o see the documents based 
)n Moss’s letter. The agen- 
:y enclosed a three-para- 
jraph letter from Moss to 
CC Chairman George M. 
Stafford dated July 29, stat- 
ng that the materials were 
ongressional property and 
i^ere not to be released 
without express authoriza- 
ion from his snhrommiftp#* 
The subcommittee made 
vailable last night, how- 
ver, a four-page letter 
loss sent just yesterday to 
PC Chairman John N. 



Nassikas, who had advised 
the congressman of The 
Star’s request. 

The letter cites two rules 
under which the House con- 
ducts investigations and 
states that records acquired 
in the course of committee 
investigationss are the 
property of the House. 

The letter contended the 
information was being gath- 
ered much in the way a 
grand jury gathers informa- 
tion, and “premature re- 
lease of your responses . . . 
before the subcommittee 
has had a chance to review 
and analyze them could 
hamper our investigation in 
many ways.” 

INTERVIEWED last 
night. Moss said some of the 
material — which he had 
not examined — may bear 
on forthcoming agency ac- 
tions or could hint at 
upcoming agency enforce- 
ment actvities. A lot of the 
information, he said, would 
not be publicly divulged, 
“nor does the Freedom of 
Information Act have any 
applicability to Congress. I 
ought to know — I wrote 
it.” 

,h' 
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He added that he regards 
“the role of the Congress in 
this case very much anala- 
gous to a grand jury re- 
view, and I won’t look with 
very much charity on an 
agency” that makes the 
material public. 

“I do not intend to let you 
or the agencies direct the 
investigation for which I 
have been given responsi- 
bility,” he added. 

A CHECK with one law- 
yer who has had extensive 
court experience with the 
Freedom of Information Act 
indicated that the agencies 
may not be able to rely on 
Moss’ demand as an excuse 
for keeping the material 
private 

Larry Ellsworth, a law- 
yer at Ralph Nader’s Free- 
dom of Information Clear- 
inghouse. said that unless 
the material in the report 
falls within one of a group 
of specific exemptions in 
the Freedom of Information 
Act the agency “must dis- 
close any record which it 
. has in its possession, custo- 
dy or control.” Requests 
from congressmen, he 



pointed out. are not among 
the exemptions. 

Nevertheless, one copy of 
an agency report was rou- 
tinely made public yester- 
day by the Consumer Prod- 
uct Safety Commission. 
Two reporters — one repre- 
senting the Bureau of 
National Affairs and anoth- 
er the Product Safety Let- 
ter — were given copies on 
request. 

Ron Aaron Eisenberg, 
director of the commis- 
sion’s Office of Public Af- 
fairs, said the agency has a 
“very liberal interpretation 
of the government’s obliga- 
tion” to make information 
available and routinely pro- 
vides it to those who ask for 
it 

- HE SAID THAT shortly 
after the agency received a 
copy of the Moss letter to 
Nasssikas it tried to recall 
the reports from the two re- 
porters but without success. 

Sharon Coffin, editor of 
the newsletter, said the 
CPSC “is so open that most; 
of that stuff (in the report t<v 
Moss) is available routine- 
ly » * ; 
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Boiiorttbl* ^lui B. rnmm 

/ test Wm&ml BcilBiaf 

Smormmato, C^ilifanuUi 99tl4 

Dtuut QwaggwMi Wm&m* 


1 - Office of Congressional 
Affairs 


Tlil« im 1b MBnnHMNi to <mr tBlapiiOM 
of tafttot ooMNMRiiiHr yovQt roq^MMt for iaferiHitioo froo 
FBI flloo. X teio r o ri iio d thlo Mittor mad tho oigoo— »a»o— 
•orxoQBdiaf yo Bg roQiiMt «b 4 o«r iMwtltoy it. 


Assoc. Dir. 

Dep. AD Adm. _ 

Dep. AD Inv. 

Asst. Dir.: 

Admin, 

Comp. Syst. 

Ext. Af/airs 

Files & Com. 

Gen. Inv. 

Ident. 

Inspection 

Intell. 


Laboratory 

Plan. & Eval. 

Spec. Inv, 

Training 

Legal Coun. 

Telephone R 
Director Sec 



Xt io ar mdtacotaadi»9 tiuit dNariag • 
briof iim FOB roaoioBi fnai s«iprMMBit«tirwi 9d ewr Of f ieo of 
ccMifroMiOBal iffairB, fob o^proMod optMdfio i»tmroBt 1» 
▼ioi^Bg eortaiii olBBsifiod dowtiHB oliieii mm oenttifiod in 
XVX filoB mod iibieb mko zofBmHMMi to ytm, XMo BHit«ri«l is 
locBtod In flloB eonoocBi»9 iaivoBtliPitioiis of otdOwr o«d»joot». 
flioBO olosBlfiod dooBMMttB bovo b oB B OBTOfBllF rovioipedl BBd 
itlwy BTO C O BOi dO rod to O B gr O Bt OBOtJ^OOd fflBBBiflBBtiOB; 
jthfl^forB# tlUBF BTO B«,BW|»tBd firoB dlBBlosBro mBdmx thm Fro o do B i 
jof iMimmmtijem Aet. 

In oor toItq^lioiMi OBorwroBtioB fob iodicmtod 3 foa fool 
B Mndaor of COBfrtOB idio XOQBBBtB iBfMEniBtiOB froo niX filBB 
is BOt in tbo BOMB pOBitiBB BB B primitB eitlBM BBkiB 9 B 
FTBI^OB of XBfOCOBticm Aot r o qBBBt. X llBBB r BB BBBiOBd OBT 
poBitioB In tM^o Boyord uid tborB io m r m tf iadioBtioB ovr 
Iwiidliaf of ymae ro yo oBt Abb boon 1 b BooocdUMMi oitb Boiotiag 
iBV «nd iBfBl pgBB BdB B tB. W» h«VB bOBB BpIlBld 1 b tbio 
poBltion by tbo PojwirtBBmt of JBotioo with rogord to 
of otbor ModbMTB of CeoyroBB fbr lofOBwitisB fwam TBI filoB* 
mad m H. 8. Distriet Coort oyrood <mr dBeiBiOB to doBF memmm 
to emttmla eloBBlfiod FBX toootdm to tbo W B wb B gB of OooyrBBB 
who iBstltBtBd tbB suit warn propor. 
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Honorable John B» Hose 


A» oMmtl<med by ay rapraoeiitatlaao daring the above 
briefing, it wonld be poeeibie for a« to give eoae oral 
indication aa to the ocmteata of the olaaelfied dooommta 
ahich you have eiqpreeaed an intereet in aeeing; however, X 
feel it voald not be i^roprlate for ne to grant ooae^lete 
diaeloanre of the doetnenta in gmation for the reaacma 
atated above. 


Sincerely yonra, 

/s/ C.-'Ty^. A 

Clarence M. Kelley 
Direotor 




NOTE; See memo J. C. Farrington to Mr. McDermott, captioned 
"FOIA Request of Congressman John E. Moss," dated 8/7/75. We 
have not referred to Congressman Moss' statement concerning 
alleged previous correspondence with Mr. Hoover in which he 
claims he had been advised we maintain no file on him. It 
is felt this is a side issue to the Congressman's real 
concern regarding access to certain materials in our files 
and that no interest would be served in coimnenting further 
concerning this. As noted in above-mentioned memo, we 
could locate no reference in our files re Mr. Hoover writing 
Congressman Moss in this manner. 
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OmONAL rOHM NO. !C 
MAY EDiTJOH 
r.SA FPMR (4» CFR) jO I 


UNITED STATES GO^^'NMENT 

Memorandum 


■ DIRECTOR, FBI 


oCT :’sAP 


FROOT :'SAC, INDIANAPOLIS (89-165) (C) 


date ; 7 / 19 / 7 b 


subject ] 


LETTtR TO SENATOxt BIRCH BAYH 
FROM INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA 
CONGRESSMAN JOHN MOSS - VICTIM 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


00: INDIANAPOLIS 


'CM u E. r^osS 


Re WFG letter to Indianapolis, dated 5/5/78. 

Enclosed for Bureau is the original and three copiCii. of 
an LHM setting forth circumstances regarding instant mrl;ter. 

Re contained enclosed letter from U.S.S.S. directed 
to V;FO setting forth captioned matter. The U.S.S.S. letcer 
had attacked to ii. a note written by subject to Senator 
BAYH of Indiana. The U.S.S.S. letter was not dated arc- 
set forth ‘that subject's letter was rece:: ved by thera on 
4/26/78, and 'chat they were conduvoting no invest ligation 
at this tine and requested the msalts of FBI Inveotigj: . . n.i . 

•^noutli.8, however lengthy, investigation resulted lo 
location of subject. 

Subject states letter was intended as joke and had i.o 
criminal intent . 

On 7/17/78, USA, SDI, declined prcscctuioo . 

Orig:'i-al note from subject, dated 4/10/73, remains ut 
Incliaoapolis , Ind'ana. 


Copy of LHM being submitted to USA, SDI, vice 
separate communication, to confirm prosecutive opinion. 


2, - Bureau (Enc. 4) 
1 - Indianapolis 

MLC/kep 


/- ? -S 


w / ^ 

/ SKOtDOTlFF. V ,,,, ^ 
s£r,aS& Buy b . •>. 


,^0T RE<X)RI)ED 


^ 28 AUG 15 1978 

U , V. Savh:gs P^rmd^ mi the F^ vyo/i dings Plan 


V ^<\ L 
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ORIGINAL FILED IN ^ 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Xadl«aAMii«, Iiidljuia 
t879 


I— ^ 1 be 

I b7C 

LITTBR TO SSIIAIOS BXBCH BAYH 
FBM XIIDXAJIAPOLZ8, X1B)IA1IA} 

GOMaBS88liA!l JOm tKXil > YICTZM 

mfmmTim ammmm 

TU« foXlcMTiac flonNiapooilMHsi# wa« rao«lv«d by tb« 
of of ladilfiJMi Smatov Wttfh on or abrntt April 

20, 1978 : 

”4/10/78" 

**J3mn.v Bommtmt Bayb, 

ooBW Iciadi of kl4aappiac b# arraatod for a 
BMMtbor of tlM finally of Rop. Maiw la ordar for bin 

to iqDproolato tbo aao of orgaaimtloaa aoob ao ftoooarob 
Host, lao. Xdlota oiiob as tbia rarolj loara from may 
oihor aothodal 

"8oo, ataat yoa oaa ami^eot" 

**8iaooroly. 



laronUlRatloa at ladiuiapollo roflootod tliat aabjoet 
waal ITarklatrtoa Ifoaaa PwmaaMl 4aaa^ra» 

3159 Baat 96th BtiNMrt, Ia4iaaapolia« ladtaM* idMMi# 
844-4388. 


On July 13, 1978, 


iras oontaetad 


at hla afmronaatioaod plan# of baaiairaa and linoa baing adriaad 
of tba aatora of latarriao, tlM follooiag aaplaaatloa waa 
rolaatoarad: 


]atatad that ha fraoawatly on arr aa po nda alth 


Indiana araatcnra Biroh Bayh and Riataurd aiilia faroriag 

tha lattar* Ha raaaatly bacana diaplaaoad iKlth tha parfomanoa 

3Tiis’docu,ment contains neifJinr 
reeommondations nor < f 

the FBi. It is f|ie property of 
tire LBl and is loaned ; 
it and its contents are 
distriou'.'Gc! outside vOiP" , 

SURE 
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